23" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Readings Year C. Wisdom 9:13-1b, Philemon 9-10,12-17, & Luke 14:25-33

Theme: “WHOEVER DOES NOT CARRY HIS (HER) CROSS AND COME AFTER ME CANNOT BE MY
DISCIPLES”

The readings of this 23™ Sunday in Ordinary Time call our attention to the importance of divine wisdom
and the cost of a discipleship for true disciples of Christ. Jesus did not conceal the difficulties, challenges,
and sufferings that his disciples and all of us must go through to be his true followers/Christians. We
can’t be authentic disciples of Christ without making sacrifices.

In the Gospel reading today, Luke tells us great crowds were traveling with Jesus when he addressed
them: “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciples.” Fellow parishioners, we must not take the
word “HATE” literally, please. The word “hate” is a Semitic expression meaning ‘love less.’ So, in the
context of this passage, it means, our love and total commitment to Christ must take a precedence over
whatever is dearest to us. It therefore means there must be no attachment to family or possession in
our commitment to follow Jesus Christ and the mission he has us invited into. Again, Jesus wants us to
be ready and willing to sacrifice the dearest things including families, possessions in order to be his
faithful disciples.

The two short parables make the point that discipleship is a serious calling, and we must calculate the
cost it entails prior to saying yes to Jesus.

St. Paul is one of Jesus’ disciples who became the greatest apostle and an evangelist that made the
ultimate sacrifice to follow Jesus and even died for Jesus and his mission. Just a brief explanation of the
second reading: even though Paul’s letter to his beloved friend Philemon is very short, it is a very
powerful inspiration for us all. As Paul mentioned in his letter we have just read, he wrote it from prison:
“1, Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus....” Onesimus was a slave who fled from his
master Philemon. His name Onesimus means “useful/beneficial.” Paul wrote this letter from prison to
plead with Philemon not to punish Onesimus and to accept him back, not as a slave, but as a brother in
Christ. Paul, a man of God and a peacemaker, did not force Philemon to accept Onesimus, rather he
pleaded and asked for clemency/forgiveness for Onesimus. Paul gives us an example of how to settle
conflicts/disputes in our family/community. Paul uses the divine wisdom of God in all his missionary and
pastoral works. We hear of this divine wisdom in the first reading.

The first reading is part of King Solomon’s prayer. He is convinced that we need divine wisdom and
prudence, not human ones, if we want to be true children of God. He believes this divine wisdom and
prudence is a gift from God that we must all pray for. Divine wisdom is one of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
It simply refers to perfect, supernatural insights, knowledge, and understanding that comes from God,
which is different from our human wisdom with its flaws. This divine wisdom helps us to make right
decisions.

September is National Suicide Prevention and Awareness Month. Every year, we celebrate Suicide
Prevention and Awareness to raise awareness, causes, and preventions of suicide to save precious lives.



The Center for Disease Control (CDC) identified suicide as a serious public health problem.
Unfortunately, some cultures around the world associate stigma with suicide. The National Alliance on
Mental Iliness (NAMI) states clearly: “Suicidal thoughts, much like mental health conditions, can affect
anyone regardless of age, gender or background.” Fellow parishioners, irrespective of your race, color,
gender, profession, religious background etc., you are not immune from committing suicide.

It is therefore our individual and collective responsibility to raise awareness of it and endeavor to
prevent it so that we can save precious lives.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to someone you trust, a priest/minister, rabbi, or your healthcare
provider, when you are going through difficult times/crises. There is help out there, please!

Let us continue to pray for all those who are helping to prevent suicide. We also pray for those who are
mourning the loss of their loved ones to suicide. May God grant all those who lost their lives to suicide,
eternal rest, and consolation to their loved ones.

May our Holy Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, intercede for us to be true disciples of their
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, no matter the cost. Amen!



