
26th Sunday In Ordinary Time. Readings Year C: Amos 6:1a, 4-7, 1Timothy 6:11-16 & Luke 16:19-31 
Theme: “They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.” 

 
e started reading the Book of Prophet Amos this past weekend. We continue again this 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time reading of his prophecy. Here’s a brief background of Amos. During the time of the prophet 
Amos, there were two kingdoms, namely the Southern Kingdom with its capital in Judah and then Israel, the 

capital of the northern kingdom. Amos was born in Judah, the Southern kingdom. He was not a ‘professional’ prophet 
like Isaiah, Jeremiah etc. Amos was a shepherd and a dresser of sycamores. Initially, God called him to prophesy in the 
northern kingdom.  
 
In today’s reading, Amos is prophesying in Judah, his hometown. Amos, as you may know, is a well-known and respected 
prophet of social justice. He condemned the sins of his people. What were their sins? The priests, elders, kings, and the 
rich people exploited the poor, widows, marginalized, and the foreigners in their communities. They were very greedy. 
They neglected to show love, respect, and care for these marginalized people in their community. In today’s reading, 
Amos warned them again, just like last week, that if they do not turn away from their sins and return to God, as their 
punishment, , God will allow the Assyrians to take them into exile.  
Fellow parishioners, is our world today different from the world in which prophet Amos lived? Are we all promoting 
social justice in our communities: treating everyone irrespective of one’s race, creed, gender, socio-economic status, etc. 
with love and respect? 
 
The sin that Prophet Amos talked about in the first reading is also found in the Gospel. Jesus gives us a parable where 
the Rich Man/Dives did not share his blessings with Lazarus, the poor man. His name, Lazarus means “God is my help.” 
According to Luke, both the rich man and Lazarus died. While Lazarus was enjoying life in heaven, the rich man was 
suffering in hell.  
 
My dear people of God, Lazarus did not go to heaven because he was poor. NO, please! He went to heaven because he 
lived a holy life. In spite of all the life challenges he went through, he never gave up his faith in God. The rich man did not 
go into heaven but was tormented in hell. He committed the sin of omission, not of commission. He did not use his 
wealth to help the sick and poor Lazarus. There is nothing wrong with having money/wealth. Wealth leads us to sin if we 
do not use it to serve God and those who need our assistance. God has blessed you so that you in turn share this 
blessing with others, especially those that can’t repay you. 
 
As we heard in the Gospel, the rich man has five brothers, so he pleaded with Father Abraham: “Then, I beg you, father, 
send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they too come to this place of 
torment.” Abraham, then replied to him, “They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen to them.” The rich man 
truly loves his five brothers so he continues to beg Abraham, “Oh no, Father Abraham, but if someone from the dead 
goes to them, they will repent.” 
 
Finally, what Abraham told him is very relevant and important to us also: “IF THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO MOSES AND THE 
PROPHETS, NEITHER WILL THEY BE PERSUADED IF SOMEONE SHOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD.”  
Unfortunately, it is sad to say it, but it is true, how many times God has spared our life, given us another chance, but we 
go back to the very sin he has saved us from? For some of us, we truly need God’s grace to transform us into true 
disciples of his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
As St. Paul reminds us in the second reading, our Lord Jesus Christ was faithful to his call even in the face of hostility that 
led to his death. As his followers, we must also hold on to our faith in him no matter what the cost. We must always in 
the words of Paul: “Pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness.” If we have these virtues Paul 
mentioned, we will be promoting the social justice we heard in both the first reading and the Gospel. 
Let us continue to turn to our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, to pray for us to be instruments 
of social justice in our communities. 
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