27" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Readings Year C: Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4, 2 Timothy 1:6-8,13-14, Luke 17:5-10
Theme: “The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our Faith’”

Tuesday, October 7, will be the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary, the feast day of our parish, but we’re celebrating
it at this weekend’s Masses. We thank God for his blessings upon our Holy Rosary Parish family, both deceased and the
living. | am also grateful to both the past and present parishioners, and our benefactors who have supported and been
supporting us to continue the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. Please know that you and your loved ones are always in
my prayers and thoughts.

October is the month of the Rosary and Respect Life Month. Our late Holy Father St. Pope John Paul Il in his apostolic
letter, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, explains: “The Rosary is truly a reflection of the intimate unity shared between Jesus
and His Mother.” He considered the Rosary as: “A spiritual journey, a way to live the Gospel message, and a source of
peace for the individual, the family, and the world.” He described it further in these comforting words: “To pray the
Rosary is to hand over our burdens to the merciful hearts of Christ and His mother.” As you may know, St. John Paul
truly loved our Holy Mother as he loved his biological mother, Mrs. Emilia Woijtyla, of blessed memory.

| am always thankful to our parishioners who lead us to pray the Rosary at our weekend Masses and at our funeral
masses. | genuinely believe in the efficacy of the intercession of our Holy Mother Mary when we pray the Rosary.

As we celebrate Respect Life Month, let us also ask for the intercession of our Holy Mother Mary, the Queen of Peace,
that all believers, irrespective of religious traditions, will always work together to defend and promote love, peace, and
justice for all God’s children.

The first reading is taking from the Book of the Prophet Habakkuk. Like the Prophet Amos, he was also from Judah,
the Southern Kingdom. Jerusalem is the setting for this first reading. He takes the initiative and questions God about the
evils and sufferings he sees in the world. Remember, the kings, priests, and rich people of Judah have no love and
respect for their poor and widows. Also, the Babylonians have besieged the city of Jerusalem. You might notice a
desperate cry for help in the reading: “How long, O Lord? | cry for help, but you do not listen.” God assured the prophet
to be patient, and He will answer his prayer. With faith in God, the Prophet Habakkuk brought a message of hope and
consolation to his people to have faith also in God: “The just one because of his faith, shall live.”

Many of us, if not all, may relate to the people of ancient Israel in the first reading. There were/are times in our life that
we also cried/prayed to God: “How long, O Lord? I cry for help, but you do not listen.”

My dear people of God, human beings will let you down but not the God who created you. What many of us need is
patience with God and with ourselves and to have faith in a mighty God we serve. Let us also make the prayer request of
the apostles we have just heard in the Gospel’s reading our own: “Increase our faith.” With faith in God and in his
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, no matter the storms of life, we may be going through, Jesus will certainly help us to sail
through it safely. Let us also remember what Jesus said to the apostles: “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you
would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.” This saying is an Eastern
expression, meaning with a little faith, what looks impossible for you can become possible. Yes, a little faith, provided it
is authentic, can do great wonders.

Jesus also urges us to not look for compliments when, by the grace of God, we are able to do some charitable works.
We should say, “We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we are were obliged to do.” The background of Jesus
advice is that during his time, the Jews believed that if they did right things, God would reward them. There was a sense
of entitlement. Jesus then challenged them to change this sense of entitlement. God does not owe anyone anything.
Unfortunately, this sense of entitlement is found today also in our culture. We forget that God does not owe us anything
to reward us. Someone put it so beautifully: “The fundamental truth about Christianity is that it is a religion of grace and
not merit.” Yes, God’s salvation can’t be earned. It is a gracious gift from God.

Fellow parishioners, you will notice that faith is the main theme that is found in all three readings of this 27" Sunday
in Ordinary Time. In the second reading, St. Paul advises Timothy and all Christians to be faithful to Jesus’ ministry and to
be true witnesses of the Gospel. Let us always be immensely proud of our faith in God and his beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
If we put our faith in Jesus Christ into action, many people will know him and follow him as their personal Savior and
Redeemer.

Next weekend, Saturday, October 11, at noon, God willing, we will pray Rosary in front of the courthouse. Please,
come and let us all pray for our country and the world that holy Mother Mary will intercede with her Son Jesus for
peace, love, and justice for us.

| am grateful to Brenda Albright, Mary Smith, and their team for inviting us to join many parishes in the country to
pray the Rosary on the second Saturday of October. May our Holy Mother Mary continue to pray for us now and at the
hour of our death for Peace, Love, Justice, and Unity. Amen
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