
Readings for Year C: Exodus 17:8-13, 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2 & Luke 18:1-8 
Theme: PERSEVERANCE/PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER 

 
e are celebrating World Mission Sunday this weekend. This year, it falls on Sunday, October 19, 2025, with 
the theme: “Missionaries of Hope Among All Peoples.” Our Holy Father reminds us that hope is at the heart 
of the Christian mission, calling every baptized person to be “messengers and builders of hope” in a world 

that often finds itself overshadowed by uncertainty and despair. Mission Sunday is also a day to thank and pray for all 
missionaries both living and deceased for their dedication to Christ’s mission. I would like to take this opportunity also 
thank every one of you for your continued tremendous assistance to the missionary work of our diocese, SVDs, and the 
mission Christ has called us to into. You’re our co-workers in the missions. Please be assured of my daily prayers for you 
and your loved ones. We can’t do this missionary work without your continued assistance. God’s blessings to you all. 
Today, we also thank God for our Holy Rosary Court 2803 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas as they celebrate 
their 2nd anniversary of the court’s establishment in our parish. Congratulations and may God bless you all for your great 
assistance to our parish and Holy Mother Church.  
  
The theme of this 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time is Perseverance/Persistence in Prayer. This theme reminds me of St. Paul 
in his first letter to the Thessalonians, advising the Christian community in Thessalonica to “Pray without ceasing.” This 
message is still relevant for us today also. Personally, prayer for me is like the air I breathe. Without air to breathe, you 
will certainly die; so it is with prayer. If you don’t pray without perseverance, you will die spiritually. 
 
The first reading gives us the account of the first battle the Israelites fought after God delivered them from slavery in 
Egypt. The Amalekites had a very strong military force but with the rod Moses used to defeat Pharaoh, he and his people 
were able to defeat the Amalekites in battle through their perseverance in prayer and faith in a mighty God that 
delivered them from Egypt. The author of the Book of Exodus tells us that: “As long as Moses kept his hands raised up, 
Israel had the better of the fight, but when he let his hand rest, Amalek had the better of the fight.” This gesture of 
Moses, which is a liturgical sign of prayer, tells us perseverance in prayer pays off. Yes, in the battle of life, God is always 
with us if we put our faith and trust in him. We must also pray today without ceasing as St. Paul advised the Christian 
community in Thessalonica. 
 
The theme of Perseverance in Prayer is also found in the Gospel of Luke. Jesus uses the parable of the widow and the 
unjust judge to help us to understand the importance of praying without ceasing. Jesus tells us in St. Luke’s Gospel that if 
the persistent pleading of the helpless and defenseless widow triumphs over an unjust judge, how much more will our 
persistent prayer to God, who is always just, be answered. Jesus advised his disciples and all of us to pray always without 
becoming weary.  
 
Jesus also reminds us of the importance of faith in prayer. He put it this way: “But when the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on earth?” Remember the Gospel reading of the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, where the apostles asked Jesus 
to increase their faith. Jesus tells them if they have a faith like the size of a mustard seed, they will say the mulberry tree 
“be uprooted and planted in the sea” and it will obey you.” 
 
My dear people of God, with persistent prayer and faith in God, impossible things become possible. Human beings will 
promise you and will fail you but NOT so with Jesus. Jesus never promises and fails. In the second reading, St. Paul insists 
that preachers of the Word of God must know the Bible and use it as a source of wisdom in their ministry. During the 
time of St. Paul, the Bible was not available to the congregation as we have it today. This was because only the 
priests/preachers were educated in the Scripture. With the advent of Vatican II and the education of the laity, we are all 
called to read, meditate, and pray with Bibles as a great source of divine wisdom. Our prayer and faith are strengthened 
through our daily study and meditation on the Word of God. 
 
May the perseverance in prayer and the faith of Moses and the Widow in God in today’s reading be an inspiration to us 
all that God always listens to the cry of his children. May our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, 
continue to pray for us to always pray with perseverance and faith in God. Amen!  
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