32" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Readings Year C: Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9,12, 1Corinthians 3:9a-11,16-17, &
John 2:13-22

Theme: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

This year, Veterans Day’s celebration falls on Tuesday, November 11. Here, in our Holy Rosary Parish, we
are celebrating it this weekend. Veterans Day, as we all know, is a federal public holiday that is
celebrated in honor of our great American veterans for their patriotism, profound love of our country,
and willingness/readiness to serve and sacrifice for our common good. Veterans Day is very important
day for every American to honor and appreciate all these servicemen and women who served the
United States in all wars. A friend reminded me a couple of years ago that the Veterans Day
commemoration is mainly for the living veterans while Memorial Day is for the veterans who have
passed on and resting with our Lord Jesus Christ.

For me, every day, is a Veterans Day because the freedom and peace we continue to enjoy every day is
possible by the grace of God, due to the great service and sacrifice of our great servicemen and women.
Big thanks to you all veterans. God’s blessing to you all and your beloved families!

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome. This Basilica is the
Cathedral of the Pope as the Bishop of Rome, hence it is called “Mother and Chief of All Churches of the
City and the World.” Emperor Constantine built it on the land that he acquired from the Laterani family.

All the readings of this feast make a reference to the temple. The account of Jesus cleansing the temple
can be found in all the four Gospels. While the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) place the
cleansing of the temple at the end of the Jesus’ earthly ministry, the fourth Gospel (John) that we read
today places the cleansing of the temple at the beginning of the Jesus’ earthly ministry. It is interesting
to know that the order of events in the Gospel narratives is often determined by their theological
motives rather than by chronological data.

Jesus entered the temple in Jerusalem where found temple was turned into a marketplace rather than a
house of worship. He then cleansed it by driving the merchants out of the temple and warning them:
“Take these out here and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” The Jews demanded a sign
from Jesus to prove the authenticity of his teaching. He did not directly honor their request. Jesus rather
answered them metaphorically; he would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days. Here, Jesus is
referring to his passion, death, and resurrection and not a destruction of the physical building of the
temple of Jerusalem. St. John wants us all to know that Jesus is the temple he is talking about. Just like
the authors of the Synoptic Gospels, John is teaching that Jesus has put an end to the old way of worship
in the temple and has inaugurated a new worship in Spirit and Truth (John 4:23). Through Jesus’ death
and resurrection, an eternal life flows from the new temple, the Body of Jesus Christ.



By the virtue of our baptism, we have become part of this Body of Jesus Christ St. Paul referenced in the
second reading. Paul reminds us that our body is the temple of God, hence the Spirit of God dwells in us.
He warns us not to destroy it because if we do so, God will destroy us also.

As we celebrate this feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, there are lessons/inspirations we can
learn and practice if we want to be serious with our faith in Jesus, not in the world.

First lesson: through our baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are all one family of God.
As a family of God, we must love and respect one another irrespective of race, creed, or political
ideology, etc.

Secondly, our body is the Temple of God where the Holy Spirit dwells. We must always try to avoid any
lifestyle that will tarnish the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit in us.

Thirdly, as we celebrate the dedication of the Lateran Basilica, we must always re-dedicate our body, the
temple of the Holy Spirit, so it will always be a worthy place for the Holy Spirit to live in us.

Fourthly, as a church community, each and every one is blessed with talents/gifts that are meant to
build the kingdom of God here on earth. How are we using our talents/gifts to promote the Jesus’
ministry in our community as we build his Kingdom here on earth?

Lastly, as parents, godparents, etc. how are we bringing up these children in our Catholic faith? Are we
good role models for them?

Let us turn to our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, to pray for us to their
beloved Son, Jesus, to always to remember that we’re the temple of the Holy Spirit.



