First Sunday of Advent. Readings Year A. Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14 & Matthew 24:37-44
Theme: “STAY AWAKE!”

his weekend marks the beginning of the first week of the Advent Season. As we all know, Advent Season
Tis a four-week liturgical season of preparation that brings us to Christmas Season.
The General Norms for the Liturgical Year and Calendar, issued by the Holy See in March 1969 as part of the
liturgical reform of the Second Vatican Council, presents us with an excellent explanation of the season:
“Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare us for Christmas when Christ’s first coming to us is
remembered; as a season when that remembrance directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s Second
Coming at the end of time.” It explains further: “Advent is thus a period for devout and joyful expectation.”
| am always grateful to our Liturgical/Environment committee with their beautiful decorations that help us to
have a fruitful Advent Season. An Advent wreath has four candles (3 purples and a pink) symbolizing Hope,
Love, Joy, and Peace for the four weeks of Advent. Some parishes include a fifth candle, a white one in their
advent wreath, which is lit on Christmas day to remind Christians of the light Jesus brings to the world.
The readings of the first week of Advent call us to stay awake/watchful or
be alert for the Second Coming of Christ. Many of us know very well how
to be watchful for things that are dear to us. But | wonder how many of us
. . seriously are watchful/alert for the Parousia--Second Coming of Christ?
0 Hope and pray we will not be like the people of Noah’s time who ignored
the warning of the coming of the flood.

The Gospel and second readings deal with Jesus’ second coming. Both readings use these phrases: “stay
awake, “stand ready,” “be watchful” to communicate the sense of urgency that the Second Coming of Jesus
requires of us. St Paul in his letter to the Christian community in Rome stated clearly how they must stay
awake for the second coming of Jesus: “Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and
lust, not in rivalry and jealousy.” If we take Paul’s advice seriously, we would be well prepared for Christmas
and Jesus’ Second Coming.

The early Christians saw the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in Jesus Christ that we heard in the first reading.
Here’s a brief background of the first reading. The setting of the reading is Zion, the holy mountain of
Jerusalem with the temple where God dwells. The prophet Isaiah, inspired by God, sees a bright future with
the coming of the Messiah, God’s anointed One, who will bring justice, peace, and love to all God’s children.
Again, he brought a message of hope and consolation, not only to the people of Israel but to all God’s children.
The Messiah is the Son of God, Jesus Christ. He is the light Isaiah saw in his vision that he mentioned in the
first reading we have just heard.

By the virtue of our baptism, we all share the Light of Christ. We continue to radiate the Light of Christ when
we do away with the darkness St. Paul mentioned in the second reading. By this, we will be ready for
Christmas and continue to stay awake for the Second Coming of Jesus that no one knows except God.
Please, do not hesitate to reach out to the Parish Center if you need any assistance that will help you have a
fruitful season of Advent.

May our Holy Mother Mary and her husband, St, Joseph, continue pray for us to stay awake for the second
coming of their beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
You all have a blessed Season of Advent



