33" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Malachi 3:19-20a, 2Thessalonians 3:7-12 & Luke 21:5-19
Theme: Jesus says: “By your perseverance you will secure your lives”

celebrating the Solemnity of Christ the King, which brings us to the end of the Ordinary Season. Then, the following

weekend, Nov 30", will be the First Week of the Advent Season. You will also notice the readings focus on the end of
the world and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
Yes, there is much we can learn from these events: closing of the Ordinary Season and the liturgical year. One of the life
lessons is, it reminds us of our mortality. That'’s, everything has both the beginning and the end. So is our life in this
world. All the three readings of this 33™ Sunday in Ordinary Time remind us of the Parousia, that is, the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ and judgment day. These readings, which are difficult/challenging, tell us the basic truth: one day, Jesus
will come and judge us. | wonder if you are ready. If not, what is it that is preventing you from not getting ready for the
Second Coming of Jesus?

Prophet Malachi in the first reading issues a message of warning to evildoers/sinners: “The day is coming blazing like
an oven....” The image of “fire and blazing like oven” used in the Bible expressed God’s wrath to punish sinners. Prophet
Malachi warns sinners--the proud and wicked--to relent and come back to God. For the just, those who fear( reverence)
God’s name, Malachi offers them a word of encouragement to continue to stand firm in their faith until they meet God
face to face when they will be rewarded for their faithfulness: “But for you who fear my (God’s) name, there will arise
the Sun of Justice (Jesus) with its healing rays.”

In today’s Gospel according to St. Luke, we hear of Jesus also talking about the end of the world and the judgment
day. Here’s a brief background of the Gospel reading. As we heard in the last weekend’s Gospel reading and today also,
Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem which happened in AD 70. As you may know, the Gospel of
Luke was written around 80 AD after the destruction of Jerusalem and its magnificent temple. When Luke was writing
his Gospel, the Christian community was going through persecution, calamity, war, and suffering. Luke interpreted this
situation and used it to bring a message of hope and consolation to his fellow Christians who were experiencing
sufferings for their faith in Christ to hold on to their faith in Jesus Christ. He reminded them that just as God intervened
for the Jews after the destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem, God will surely also rescue them if they stand
firm in their faith in him. He put this message of hope and comfort in this beautiful text: “ You will be hated by all
because of my (Jesus) name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.” It tells us also how precious we are for our
mighty God who created us.

You would agree with me that St. Luke’s advice to his Christian community is truly relevant and important for us also.
So, when you are experiencing sufferings and challenges, please remember that Jesus is saying to you also: “BY YOUR
PERSEVERANCE YOU WILL SECURE YOUR LIVES.” Don’t give up your faith in Jesus and his heavenly Father. Remember
this, “PUSH” stands for ‘Pray Until Something Happens.” Someone also said: “IT IS IN TIMES OF DARKNESS, THAT LIGHT IS
NEEDED.” Maybe without these challenges we go through, we may not appreciate the love and mercy God has for us.
Remember, God does not spare us pain but rescues us from despair if we continue to persevere. Through these
challenges in life, we must prove our fidelity to God, not to the world.

Fellow parishioners, if we follow Jesus’ advice: “By your perseverance, you will secure lives,” then we will not have
any fear if Jesus should come or call you home today.

St. Paul also continues with the Parousia in his second letter to the Christian community in Thessalonica. As you may
know, St. Paul founded the Christian community in Thessalonica. Sadly, there were some false prophets who told the
Christians that Jesus’ second coming was imminent, so there was no need for them to work. When Paul heard this false
prophecy, he wrote this letter to correct this misconception regarding the Parousia. He warned them not to be alarmed
but to keep on working quietly and stop interfering in the lives of others. They should focus only on Christ, who will one
day come to judge the living and the dead.

Beloved parishioners, Jesus will certainly come and there will be judgment, but as he warned us, no one knows except
his heavenly Father. Like good disciples, let us always be ready so that we are not caught by surprise. | know many of us
love surprise celebrations, but | think none of us will love the surprise arrival of Jesus, especially when we are not ready
for him.

Let us always remember Jesus’ advice to his apostles over two thousand years ago is also for us today. “BY YOUR
PRESERVERANCE YOU WILL SECURE YOUR LIVES.” As always, may our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St.
Joseph, pray to their beloved Son, Jesus, to help us to be faithful to his advice. Amen!

J ust as we are coming to the end of this year, so is our Church liturgical year. God willing, next weekend, we will be



