
5th Sunday of Easter: Readings Year C, Acts 14:21-27, Revelation 21:1-5a & John 13:31-33a, 34-35 
Theme: “I Give You a New Commandment: Love One Another. As I Have Loved You…” 

 

The scene of today’s Gospel reading is at the Last Supper. As St. John tells us, when Judas Iscariot had left the Last Supper to 
betray Jesus, his divine Master, Jesus then explained to the rest of his disciples that through his death on the Cross, he would be 
glorified. That is, his death on the cross would be his ultimate love for them and all those who follow his mission here on earth. 
So it was at the Last Supper that Jesus gave his disciples a New Commandment: “I GIVE YOU A NEW COMMANDMENT: 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, SO YOU ALSO SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER…”  

Let me briefly explain a few types of Love. There is a Utilitarian love, that is, you love someone because he/she is 
helpful/useful to you. It is not love at all, rather selfishness. You are saying, “I want something from you, but, honestly, I don’t 
want you.” Romantic/Erotic love is another kind of love. This kind of love is based on pleasure that the person gives you. 
Again, it is not love. It is something else! Another kind of love is what is referred to as Humanitarian love. It is love for 
humanity. It is an abstract, not real/concrete. What you are saying is, “I love humanity but can’t commit to you as a person.”  

The Love that we read about in Jesus’ New Commandment ‘is what is known as: “Agape love.” It is selfless, unconditional, and 
sacrificial love. This love can only be found with the help of the Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ. This Agape love must be a 
hallmark of every Christian. Jesus’ love is a love full of patience, compassion, mercy, forgiveness, kindness, and goodness. 
Jesus lived and died for it. He wants his apostles and all of us also to live and die for it. He says by this, the world will know 
we’re his disciples/followers. This explains why among the three theological virtues of Faith, Hope, Love (Charity), Love is 
considered the greatest of all the theological virtues. St. Paul reminds us that: “If I have faith so as to move mountains but do 
not have love, I am nothing” - 1 Cor 13:2. St. John also says the same thing: “Anyone who fails to love can never know God’ – 
1 John 4:8. So if you want to know God and his Son, Jesus Christ, you must love one another as he has loved you. 

It is a new commandment because this love is based on self-giving and is unconditional! Yes, Jesus’ death is an ultimate 
example of his true love for us all.  It is this love that is based on Jesus’ New Commandment that you find in the works and life 
of the Apostles and the early Christians in the Bible. It was this same love that the Gentiles/Pagans at Antioch in Syria saw in 
the disciples of Jesus that they called them Christians: “The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” - Act 11: 26. 
They’re Christ-like. They prayed, ate, and shared things together. There were no needy people in the communities. Their 
lifestyle truly reflected the life and work of Jesus which attracted many gentiles to become Christians. 

The first reading gives us the conclusion of Paul’s first missionary journey. Paul and Barnabas revisited the Christian 
communities to strengthen their faith in Jesus. It was a message of hope and comfort that would prepare them to survive any 
challenges of being Christians. It was the love of Christ based on his new commandment that helped Paul and Barnabas to find 
these Christian communities. 

It is this same love based on Christ that will help us to enter into the new heaven and new earth we heard in the second reading. 
As you may know, this second reading is frequently used at funerals. This is John’s seventh vision, the last of his visions we 
have been reading for the past Sundays. This vision of a new world and new order of things can only be achieved in Jesus 
Christ. If we adhere to Jesus’ New Commandment, then we will one day enter into this new heaven John talked about in the 
second reading. 

Let me please end my homily with the beautiful description of Love that St. Augustine of Hippo wrote about many years ago: 
“It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has the eyes to see misery and want. It has the 
ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men, which is what love looks like.” Do you recognize this love in your family, church, 
community, etc.? 

May our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, pray for us to live and die for this New Commandment Jesus 
gave us: “I GIVE YOU A NEW COMMANDMENT: LOVE ONE ANOTHER. AS I HAVE LOVED YOU, SO YOU ALSO 
SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER. THIS IS HOW ALL WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU HAVE 
LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER.” 


