7th Sunday of Easter. Readings Year C. Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:17-23 & Luke 24:46-53
Theme: The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into heaven gives us reassurance to be with Him in heaven

In our diocese and many dioceses around the world, the solemnity of the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ is not
celebrated on Thursday, May 29. We are celebrating it this Sunday of Easter. The Ascension is commemorated 40 days
after the resurrection of Jesus that took place on Easter Sunday (Luke’s account).

In the second reading taken from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, Paul gives us the theological meaning of the
ascension of our Lord Jesus into heaven: God raised Jesus above all earthly powers and made him the head of the
Church and Lord of creation. St. Paul prays, not only for his Christian community in Ephesus, but for all Christians: “May
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of
him.”

We read of the ascension of our Lord Jesus in today’s first and the Gospel readings which are both authored by St. Luke.
Luke tells us in the Acts of the Apostles that Jesus spent 40 days on earth after his resurrection and then appeared to his
disciples several times before his ascension into heaven. Prior to his ascension, which took place in Jerusalem, Jesus told
them to stay there until they receive the Holy Spirit who would empower them to be his witnesses throughout the
world.

Luke’s Gospel today provides us with a brief account of Jesus’ ascension which took place on Easter Sunday. The Gospel
of Luke, like the other Gospels namely Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-15, and John 20:19-23, underscores the
importance of Jesus’ appearance to the Twelve in which he commissioned them for his future Church. For St. Luke, the
ascension is seen as the culmination of Jesus’ life and the start of his Church’s mission.

As we celebrate this solemnity of the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ into heaven, let us remember that it gives us
hope and comfort that, one day, we will be with Jesus and all our loved ones in heaven. This belief is reaffirmed in the
Collect of today’s Mass: “Where the Head has gone before in glory, the Body is called to follow in hope.” Jesus is the
“Head” and, we are the Church, his “Body.”

In order to be with Jesus in heaven, he gives us a task we must perform, namely, to be his witnesses throughout the
world. As we all know, by the virtue of our baptism and confirmation, Jesus has commissioned us also to share our faith
in him especially with those who do not know him yet. Many people are still searching for Jesus. Are you willing and
ready to make him known through your good deeds and words to your community?

Next week, God willing, we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Pentecost, which will bring us to the end of our Easter
Season, let us pray to the Holy Spirit to come and renew our faith in the Triune God.

We thank God for the graduate class of 2025 and their families. Congratulations! We wish you all well and God’s
blessings in your future endeavors.

Next week is also the Thanksgiving Mass of Rev. Fr. Tin Vu, SVD. Please, come and let us all celebrate the gift of his life
and the priesthood. We wish him God’s blessing in his future pastoral assignment.

May our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph continue to intercede for us to be faithful to their
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen



