
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Readings Year C. Gn 18:20-32, Col 2:12-14, & LK 11:1-13 
Theme: Pray With Perseverance and Total Trust/Faith In our Mighty God 

n this fourth Sunday of July, the closest Sunday to the Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of 
Jesus, we celebrate the fifth World Day for Grandparents and Elderly. If you recall, the late Pope Francis 
established a commemoration of the World Day for Grandparents and Elderly on the fourth Sunday in July to 

honor our grandparents and elderly.  
      
Pope Leo XIV chose “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” as a theme for this year’s World Day for Grandparents 
and Elderly’s celebration. He remarks: “How often grandparents have been for us examples of faith and devotion, civic 
virtue and social commitment, memory, and perseverance amid trials! The precious legacy that they have handed down 
to us with hope and love will always be a source of gratitude and a summons to our perseverance.” He also reminds us 
that: “God thus teaches us that, in his eyes, old age is a time of blessing and grace, and that the elderly are, for him, the 
first witnesses of hope.” 
 
     We are forever grateful to God for blessing us with our grandparents and the elderly. They are God’s precious gifts to 
us. We pray daily that our loving God will continue to bless them, both living and deceased. Amen! 
The first reading (Genesis 18:20-32) and the Gospel (Luke 11:1-13) on this 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, teach and 
remind us of the importance of perseverance and a total trust/faith in mighty God we serve. This theme reminds me of a 
famous saying of a good friend of mine: PUSH stands for: “Pray Until Something Happens.” This is what the man’s 
neighbor in the Gospel did. He never gave up until his friend woke up from bed and honored his request. 
We hear in the first reading that God is concerned about the suffering of his innocent people in the hands of the wicked 
ones. The Lord says, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grave, that I must go down 
and see whether or not their actions fully correspond to the cry against them that comes to me…” The “outcry” 
emanates from the victims of the injustice and violence rampant in the city. Abraham, knowing very well there were 
some innocent people in Sodom and Gomorrah, started to plead with God to have mercy on them for the sake of the 
innocent and his merciful love. Here, the sacred writer is teaching us the importance of intercessory prayer. He also 
wants to remind us of the merciful love God has for his people.  
      
     Fellow parishioners, I wonder if our world today is better off/holier than the world Abraham lived in? If not, are you 
ready and willing to follow the footstep of Abraham, to intercede for the world that needs the mercy of God? 
The importance to pray with perseverance and a total trust/faith in mighty God we serve, is also found in the Lord’s 
Prayer, as we heard in the Gospel of St. Luke. In Jesus’ response to his disciples who asked him to teach them to pray as 
John taught his disciples, Jesus presents them with an example of a Christian communal prayer that stresses the 
fatherhood of God and acknowledges him as the one to whom the Christian disciples owe daily sustenance.  
Some biblical scholars consider the Lord’s Prayer that Luke writes as a Catechism on prayer for the Gentile Christians 
whose knowledge of God, of Jesus, and the Old Testament revelation needs development and who need 
encouragement/motivation to persevere in prayer and faith in a difficult, hostile environment.  
     I like how Tertullian, a prolific early Christian writer, explains The Lord’s Prayer: “The Lord’s Prayer is truly the 
summary of the whole Gospel. It gives us a form of prayer as well as the best model of how to pray.”Our Lord Jesus 
concludes the Lord’s Prayer with the story of man who only responded to his friend’s need because he could no longer 
withstand his friend’s persistent request. I know many of us, if not all, may relate to this man with regard to his friend’s 
nagging at him. Jesus asks us to learn a lesson from this man in praying to our heavenly Father. He says: “Ask and you 
will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” Listen, how Jesus ended the story is that 
if we who are sinners know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more will our heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him?  
     Through perseverance in prayer and faith in God, we can go through baptism in Christ and die to our old sinful self 
that St. Paul writes about in the second reading. St. Paul challenges the false preachers who wanted to impose laws of 
the Old Testament on Christians. He reminds them and all of us, as we heard a couple of weeks ago and today’s reading, 
that we are saved not by observing those laws (such as circumcision) but by God’s grace given to us because of Jesus’ 
death on the cross. At the end of day, it is our unconditional love that Christ gives us and wants us also to share with one 
another irrespective of one’s creed, race, color, etc. that will lead us to heaven. As always, may our Holy Mother Mary 
and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, pray to their Son, Jesus Christ, that we will always live in our daily lives the Lord’s 
prayer. Amen 
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