15" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year C Readings: Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Colossians 1:15-20 & Luke10:25-37
Theme: “GO AND ACT LIKE THE SAMARITAN”

The first reading is part of Moses’ farewell speech to his people, the Israelites. He advised his people to obey God’s
law as not something imposed from outside them, but within them: “No, it is something very near to you, already in
your mouths and in your hearts; you only have to carry it out.” We know from Scripture that when the ancient Jews
adhered to God’s laws, everything went well with them. But when they departed from the Laws God gave them, they
went through difficult times. We know this experience of the ancient Jews in our own life also when we think we know
better than God, our parents, teachers etc., and do not follow their advice, our life becomes ‘messy.’

In the second reading, we read what is considered to be an ancient Christian hymn that reminds us that we can truly
know and understand the invisible and eternal God only through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the image of the
invisible God, and that is why Jesus said to Thomas: “If you have known me, you have known my Father also” (John 8:19
& John14 :7). These Scripture texts stress the close relationship between Jesus and his heavenly Father.

Many of us, if not all, are very familiar with the story of the Good Samaritan as recorded in the St. Luke’s Gospel,
10:25-37. St. Luke tells us a Scholar of the law wanted to know what he must do to inherit an eternal life. Luke says this
Scholar of the law posed his question to test Jesus. In Jesus’ response to the question of eternal life to the Scholar, Jesus
shows/teaches us the superiority of love over legalism through the story of the Good Samaritan.

In this story of the Good Samaritan, the priest and the Levite did not reach out to save the life of the man beaten by the
armed robbers, but the good Samaritan did. It seems to me, the priest and the Levite were more concerned about their
religious ritual purity than saving a precious life.

Remember, during the time of Jesus, Jews and Samaritans were enemies. Samaritans were a group of people living in
the ancient region of Samaria, north of Judea. They were a mixed population with both Israelite and non-Israelite
ancestry. So, a devout Jew would have nothing to do with Samaritans as they considered impure.

Jesus used this story to teach us that our neighbor is the one who needs our assistance regardless of economic status,
race, color, creed, etc. Our love for one another must always transcend all barriers since we were all created by one
God. We're all children of God.

You will notice that Jesus summarized the Ten Commandments into two, namely: “You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” That is the first one. And the second one reads: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22:37-39). Yes, we know one can’t love God without loving his/her neighbor or vice
versa. Both the priest and the Levite are condemned for a sin, not of commission but of omission. That is, they refused
to help the man who got beaten up by the armed robbers. Sins of omission are sins some of us rarely think/talk about.
For instance, when you see injustices being carried out or things that are sinful and you refuse to stand up against it, you
have committed a sin of omission. We sin not only for things we do, but also things we did not do that we should have
done. In other words, we sin by commission or by omission. Jesus wants us to be like the Good Samaritan, not like the
priest or the Levite. Hmmm! This man is a good Samaritan, a model for us all because he was able to make saving the life
of a stranger his topmost priority. His love for this man transcended all barriers. This explains why Jesus asked us all to
follow this good Samaritan’s footsteps, and not the Priest or the Levite.

| would like to take this opportunity again to register our profound thanks and appreciation to Fr. John Tran, SVD, for
his two years in Gassaway and four years of fruitful pastoral assistance to this parish, Parish House, and many parishes in
our diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. We wish him the best of luck and God’s blessing in his future assignment.
The planning of our Big Yard Sale is going well. Let us pray for the success of it. | am very grateful to our parish staff, Sue
Smith, and her team for organizing this yard sale for our new Parish Center Project. | am also very grateful to our
generous donors. Please, know we’re very thankful for your generosity. God’s blessings to you all and your loved ones.
Be assured of my daily prayers for you and your loved ones.

As always, let us ask Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, to pray for us to love one another as Jesus
loves us all. Again, we’re all God'’s children. Let us go and act like the Good Samaritan.



