The Solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord Jesus Christ
Readings Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6, & Matthew 2:1-12
Theme: God wants us also to reveal His Son, Jesus Christ, to the world

The word “Epiphany” is a Greek term which means a manifestation or revelation. The ancient Greeks used it to describe
the appearance or revelation of a god among human beings. For the Greek Church Fathers, epiphany means the
incarnation of the Son of God among us. Through God’s unconditional love for us, he has revealed to us his Son, Jesus
Christ, through his birth, baptism in the Jordan, Transfiguration, and throughout his earthly ministry. The celebration of
the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord Jesus Christ is considered one of the oldest in the Church and one of the
greatest in the ecclesiastical year.

The theological meaning of this solemnity is well explained by St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesian Christian community
we just heard in the second reading. St Paul tells us God revealed himself in our Lord Jesus Christ, not to the Jews only,
but also to all nations. By the grace of God, both Jews and Gentiles are welcome to share on equal footing the benefits
of the salvation brought by Jesus Christ. God’s epiphany/revelation in Jesus is for all God’s children.

The account of the Three Wise Men is recorded only in the Gospel of St. Matthew. He tells us these Wise Men travelled
from the East to find Jesus to adore and worship him as the newborn King. They were also to make him known to the
whole world. As you heard in the Gospel reading, they were guided by a star, not GPS, since there was none during
those days. Their narrative might seem simple journey. No, please! They were guided by their faith in God who made
known to them this newborn king. They were lost a couple of times and even ended up in the palace of King Herod, the
greatest enemy of the newborn King. When they finally found the baby Jesus, they adored and worshipped the Kings of
kings. They then offered the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold is a symbol of Jesus’ Kingship; frankincense
reminds him of the importance of prayer for his earthly mission, and myrrh reminds him of his suffering, agony, and the
death that awaits him on the Cross.

Fellow parishioners, God continues to invite us every day to make his Son Jesus Christ known to the world. But as the
saying goes: “You can’t give what you don’t have.” We must first know and experience Jesus Christ in our personal life
before we can make him known to those who do not know him yet. | do believe we must make Jesus known not only in
our joyful times, but also in our painful and sorrowful moments. | have been blessed over the years, that | have
experienced Jesus in joyful moments as well as painful moments in my personal life and the life of both parishioners and
non-parishioners.

“God is good all the time and all the time, God is good” is a common greeting you will find in African and African
American Christian communities. For me, this greeting reminds me each day that the mighty God we serve is a mighty
God that is good all the time in both joys and sorrows. Emmanuel, God-With-Us, is always with us in our joys and
sorrows. Don’t give up your faith in Him. He will see you through!

My dear parishioners, we can’t reveal Jesus Christ to the world without the grace of God and his Holy Spirit’s assistance.
If we are blessed to have life, each day we must renew our commitment to him alone and ask God to bless us with the
grace to make his Son Jesus known to the world. For us to be able to do this, we must be people of faith and prayer.

Let us also remember that just as the Star guided the Magi to find Jesus, we are now guided by Jesus Christ, the light of
the world. Just as ships at sea need a lighthouse to guide them to the port, we also truly need Jesus Christ, our best
guard, more than GPS, to lead us from this world to our eternal homeland, heaven.

May our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, continue to pray for us as we continue to reveal their
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to the world.



