New Year Mass Readings: Number 6:22-27, Galatians 4:4-7 & Luke 2:16-21
Theme: “Mary, Mother of God
Every New Year Day, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.

Holy Mother Mary is called Theotokos, a Greek term for “God-bearer” or “Mother of God.” It is also the principal title of
the Virgin Mary in the Oriental Church. This title of Mary can be traced as far back as the third century and was first
sanctioned at the Council of Ephesus in A.D. 431. It explains and emphasizes Mary’s unique and important role in
bringing the incarnate Word of God into the world.

In the second reading, we hear St. Paul’s letter to the Christian community in Galatia, where he says “When the
appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the Law
and to enable us to be adopted as sons.” This passage confirms that Mary truly gave birth to Jesus Christ, God the Son.

The Gospel reading also tells us the shepherds adored the baby Jesus with his parents, Mary and Joseph. In Luke 1:26-
38, Matthew 1:18-24, we know of the annunciation/birth accounts of Jesus Christ by Mary as his mother.

| honestly do not see any problem/difficulty of accepting Mary as the Mother of God, because she birthed Jesus. As |
have said before, if my mother is called Father’s mom, no longer Mary after my priestly ordination, unworthy priest |
am, it makes more sense for my people and me also to wholeheartedly address Holy Mary as Mother of God.

The Church declared New Year’s Day every year as World Day of Prayer for Peace. One of the official titles of Mother
Mary is Queen of Peace. Therefore, it’s appropriate to call upon her to intercede with her beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace, for Peace in our world. We are called to be instruments of God’s peace to the world. Let us all make the
prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, for peace our own throughout this coming year:

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is doubt, faith; Where
there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; Where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that | may not
so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.”

| am very grateful to Gini Jeran and Jalna Jones, the organizers of our Meditation for Peace that was held on Sunday Dec
21. Thanks to the parish staff and all those who were able to make it. It’s a great spiritual encounter.

As much as | am pleased with the adult attendance, | am very inspired and pleased more so with our children taking part
also. We are planting the seed of love and reverence for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. From the meditation service,
the youth and the parish choir sang Christmas carols full of a message of love, hope. and peace to our neighbors. Thanks
to Renee Lacoss and her team and Rick Manspeaker and the choir members.

| am also truly touched with the Buddhist monks who are currently walking across the US, “On Walk for Peace,” a 2,300-
mile pilgrimage from Fort Worth, Texas, to Washington, D.C. to promote unity, peace, compassion, and healing for our
country. Please, let us keep them in our daily prayers.

If it is true that behind every successful man is a woman, then we are all blessed to have Holy Mother Mary, a model of
all women behind us throughout this New Year. Let me please conclude my homily with the priestly blessing you heard
in the first reading: “May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.” Be assured of my continued prayers for you and your
families throughout this New Year. Please continue to pray for me and all clergy and religious also. Thanks!

Wishing you and your loved ones a prosperous and blessed New Year,

Fr. Edward Tetteh, SVD



