2"4 Sunday of Advent. Readings Year A. Isaiah 11:1-10, Romans 15:4-9 & Matthew 3:1-12

Theme: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”
John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus, began his mission to prepare his people for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus, with a call to
repentance. According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus also started his mission with a call to repentance. You will also notice
the priest, the main celebrant, begins our Eucharistic celebration/Mass with a call to repentance. The English word
‘Repent/Repentance’ is translated from Greek word ‘Metanoia,” meaning a ‘change of mind and heart.” It is a total
transformation of one’s life to God. This metanoia is ongoing life journey; you don’t arrive here on earth except in heaven.

St. Matthew tells us John the Baptist, who is aware of his identity that he is not Jesus but a forerunner, and his mission namely
to prepare his people for the coming of the Messiah called them to turn their whole life back to God.

John, an ascetic and a humble prophet, is a model for us as we prepare for Christmas while we await the Second Coming of
Jesus. He challenged the Pharisees, Sadducees, etc. who were coming to him for baptism to bear good fruit and stop saying they
have Abraham as their father. In other words, salvation is not hereditary. Even though, it is by God’s grace that they will be
saved, they must also play their part. The Gentiles/non-Jewish will also be saved if they turn their entire life to God. Salvation is
for everyone who accepts Jesus as his’her Redeemer/Savior and follows his teaching.

John the Baptist’s call to repentance is also very relevant to us all if we want to be saved by Jesus. It is not enough to claim
you’re a Catholic, a priest, etc. therefore you will go to heaven. NO please! Your whole life must reflect Christ--like for you to
be saved for Christ and his kingdom. That is what John the Baptist meant when he said to the Pharisees and Sadducees who
were coming to him for baptism “to produce good fruit as evidence of their repentance.” The fact that they have Abraham as
their father will not qualify them for salvation/heaven.

As St. Paul reminds the Christians in Rome and all of us that we must treat one another as Jesus Christ has treated us. If we
welcome one another irrespective of one’s creed, color, status in life etc. like Christ welcomes us, then we are truly Christians in
deeds and words.

By living a good Christian life, we’re living Isaiah’s vision where: “The wolf shall be guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall
lie down with the kid, the calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.” Just picture or
imagine the vision of Isaiah in our world today, where there is peace and love in every family, Palestinians and Israelis live
together in peace and love, both Democrats and Republicans are working together for what American values stand for, that
would happen when God’s children put aside things that divide them and embrace things that unite them as one God’s family.
Oh, what a beautiful day that will be!

In brief, when we can see God/ Christ in one another and we come to believe that we’re all God’s children, we will turn our
world into safe haven, a miniature of heaven.

Let me give a short background of the first reading. King Ahaz was a king during the time of the prophet Isaiah. He was not a
good king. He brought their nation to what Isaiah referred to as a stump of a tree. Therefore, Hebrews were looking for a leader,
an ideal king who would restore their nation with peace and prosperity like David’s time. Isaiah assured them that even though
the family tree of Jesse, David’s father has been reduced to just a stump. Nevertheless, from the stump of Jesse, a new shoot
will spring, a true king filled with the spirit of God will restore their nation. St. Matthew saw in Jesus as the fulfillment of this
Old Testament promise.

With the First Coming of Jesus, Isaiah’s dream has started to become a reality: Jesus healed the sick, raised the dead back to
life, fed the poor and hungry, etc. Again, yes, Isaiah’s dream started with Jesus’ first coming, but the final fulfillment of his
dreams will take place during his Second Coming which will lead us to in heaven.

We are called upon to help bring the final fulfillment of Isaiah’s dreams to reality. We do so when we share our gifts and talents
generously with one another, especially those that can’t reciprocate. By this, we become one family in God.

Remember, the main theme during this Second Week of Advent is Peace. By turning from worldly things and embracing Christ,
there will be peace of Christ dwelling among us. This is how we as a community and as individual parishioners will be
promoting peace in our community or in our family. The peace that the prophet Isaiah dreamed of found its partial fulfillment in
Jesus. We have very important missions to play to bring Isaiah’s dream to a full fulfillment in Christ. As followers of Christ, let
us pray that we’ll be instruments of Christ’s peace to our community.

May our Holy Mother Mary, Queen of Peace, and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, pray for us to Jesus to be true peacemakers
in our community.



