Sunday within the Octave of Christmas. Readings Year A- Sirach 3:2-6,12-14, Colossians 3:12-21 & Matthew
2:13-15,19-23

Theme: The Homily Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is a model for us all

Every year, Holy Mother Church offers us the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as a perfect model of a holy family
for us to look up to. Our late Holy Father, Pope Francis, put it in these inspiring words: “Light which comes from the Holy
Family encourages us to offer human warmth to other families:” Yes, the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph must be
our model for our families.

When we talk about this holy family, some of us, if not all, think that because they are a holy family, they were immune
to the challenges/difficulties that families go through. Please, just read again the Gospel reading we heard today from St.
Matthew. He tells us this holy family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are displaced persons and homeless refugees in Egypt.
Joseph had to protect his family from King Herod who wanted to kill Jesus, he considered his rival king.

Could you imagine the difficulty Mary had with telling her husband Joseph that her pregnancy was the work of the Holy
Spirit, meaning she did not know any man? What about Joseph accepting her as his lawful wife because he trusted the
dreams he received from the angel?

Fellow parishioners, there are many challenges/difficulties you will find in the Bible that this holy family went through,
yet they are holy family, a model for us all. | believe they are a Holy Family because their family life was centered on
prayer, faith in God, and the unconditional love they had for each other.

In the second reading, St. Paul gives us Christian virtues that will help us also become a holy family: “heartfelt
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another, and forgiving one another...” The
key to practice these virtues is LOVE, as Paul put it beautifully: “And over all these (meaning these virtues he mentioned
earlier) put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” Without Christian love, we can’t live these Christian virtues St. Paul
wants us to practice in order to live as a holy family. It is true that “you can choose your friends, but not your family.” |
think this phrase tells us about how, unfortunately, sometimes we must deal with difficult or dysfunctional family
members. Nevertheless, | still believe that every member in our family is God'’s gift to us. Perhaps, they are there as a
‘challenge/cross’ for us to bear with if we want to be holy family also. Every family has some challenges that,

unfortunately, are part of their family life.

The author of the first reading taken from the Book of Sirach calls our attention to duties to our parents, namely, love
honor and respect toward parents with corresponding blessings: “Whoever honors his father atones for sins and
preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother...” His advice
reminds us of the Fourth Commandment of the Ten Commandments: “Honor your father and your mother.” Sirach
explains that even if your parents’ health fails them, you must still honor, love, and respect them. Again, for me, our
parents are God’s precious gifts to us. We must love them when they are alive, not when they have died and are gone. It
is too late!

As we celebrate the Feast of Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, let us thank God for blessing us with our family. It is
true that a family that prays together stays together. Let us not give up our family prayer time. Let us please also pray
for families especially those that going through challenges/difficulties that God will heal them.

We continue to ask the intercession of the Holy Mother Mary and St. Joseph to pray for us to be holy family also. Amen!



