Fourth Sunday of Advent - Readings Year A: Isaiah 7:10-14, Romans 1:1-7 & Matthew 1:18-24
Theme: Faith in God-With-Us

ith the celebration of the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we’re coming to the end of the Advent season, which
will close on the evening of December 24, before Christmas Vigil Mass. You will notice the reading of this
last week of Advent is preparing us for the commemoration of Christmas.

Although, all three readings deal with the identity of the Messiah, ‘the One who was to come,” “Faith in God-With=Us" is
what | notice is also a very common theme for this Fourth Sunday Advent. In the first reading, King Ahaz of Judah,
instead of placing his total faith in God, put his faith in a treaty he signed with the Assyrians. He refused to listen to the
prophecy of Isaiah to put his total faith in the God of Israel and not in Assyrians king and their gods. As the Word of God
tells us, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man”- Jeremiah 17:5. That is to say, putting your faith/trust in human strength,
intellect, or promises instead of God will be fruitless, meaningless. But those who put their total faith/trust in God will
be indeed blessed. King Ahaz failed to be a successful king of Judah because he put his faith in the gods of Assyrians and
not in the God of Israel, the great God of his ancestors.

In the Gospel reading, St. Joseph, the husband of holy Mother Mary,

learned to put his total faith and trust in God, hence, God blessed him THEY SI—IALL
to be the foster father of Jesus Christ. Through him, God, the Son,
NAME HIM

became one of us, except without sin. There are many

lessons/inspirations we can all learn from St. Joseph, the righteous man, (E MMANUEL ,

as Scripture tells us. He was a man of prayer, faith, kind, love, humble

but also learn to temper justice with mercy. Joseph trusted the dream WHICH MEANS,
“GOD 18

he had from the angel and accepted Mary as his lawful wife. In the

Jewish law, if a woman became pregnant without a husband, she was
charged with adultery and sentenced to death. Joseph trusted the WIT H US ,”
angel, hence tempered justice with mercy. He knew Mary did not
commit adultery and that her pregnancy was the work of the Holy Spirit. MATTHEW 1:23
How many of us men will do what Joseph did?

Matthew, a Jew, he is writing his Gospel to prove and convince his
fellow Jewish Christians that Jesus is the son of David, the Messiah they
are expecting to come. That is one of his main purposes for writing his
Gospel. Again, for Matthew, the prophecy of Isaiah we heard in the first

reading is fulfilled in the person of Jesus, hence they must accept him as
the true Messiah they were waiting for.

In the second reading, we heard of Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome, drawing their attention also that Jesus is both
human and divine — Son of David and Son of God. Paul tells his Christian community in Rome and all of us today that it is
only through our obedient faith in the Lord Jesus Christ that God sent him to save us for our salvation.

As we prepare for Christmas next week, let us always remember that with faith in Emmanuel, God-with-us, we will be
able to sail through storms of life no matter storms we may face. Our faith and trust must not be in human being except
in God and his Son, Jesus Christ

Let us to turn to our Holy Mother Mary and St. Joseph to pray for us always to put our total faith in God and his Son,
Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us.



