Christmas Mass During the Night. Readings Year A. Isaiah 9:1-6, 2Titus 2:11-14 & Luke 2:1-14
Theme: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests”

On this evening of Dec 24th, we conclude our four-week Advent Season, and on this night, we celebrate Christmas.
Today, we remember and celebrate with joy the nativity, the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
among us. We join a multitude of the heavenly host with the angels, praising God saying: “GLORY TO GOD IN THE
HIGHEST AND ON EARTH PEACE TO THOSE ON WHOM HIS FAVOR RESTS.”

The early Christians saw the first reading taken from Isaiah 9:1-6 as fulfilled in the person of Jesus. This passage of Isaiah
is an enthronement anthem used to welcome a new king. Through his enthronement, the king’s subjects expressed their
admiration and faith in him as their new king.

Since the prophet Isaiah foretold of the birth of a king in the line of David, through whom lights shine on God’s people,
no wonder the early Christians truly believed the King, Messiah, Isaiah was talking about is Jesus Christ. Isaiah gives us
beautiful descriptions of the Messiah: “They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.

Ill

His dominion is vast and forever peaceful.” Yes, Jesus did not have wealth and military force, yet his dominion is vast and

forever more peaceful than any kings/leaders in the world.

Fellow parishioners, the litany of this new King Isaiah foretold truly matched what Jesus came to teach/preach and die
for. Jesus is truly the Messiah Isaiah talked about for many years leading to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.

It is interesting that Jesus Christ who is Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Prince of Peace was born in a manger, an inn,
because there was no room for him and his parents. How could this happen to baby Jesus and his parents?
Unfortunately, we have many babies/children today also have no place they can call home. What about the
homeless/unhoused people in our community sleeping at the public camps or behind Walmart, etc.?

Also, his birth was not announced by the upper class of people but by the shepherds who were considered the lowest
class in the ancient Jewish society.

In this infancy narrative according to St. Luke, he reminds us that Jesus brings salvation to all God’s children, no matter
your status in society. He also draws our attention to the fact that Jesus is the only one who can rescue humanity from
sin and reconciles us to his heavenly Father.

The peace the angels announced that Jesus brings to the world is more than the absence of war. It includes security and
a general well-being of all God’s children. This is the true peace the world needs, and only Jesus can give it to world.

As Christians, the world is looking to us to practice this peace Jesus came to preach/teach and die for. We are all what
St. Francis of Assisi would refer to as instruments of Jesus’ peace.

If we truly live the peace of Christ, then we can all enjoy the salvation Christ has brought to us. This is the expectation St.
Paul reminds the Christians in his second letter to Titus we have just heard in the second reading.

Fellow parishioners, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the King of kings and the Prince of Peace, let us all
endeavor to be instruments of peace in our community.

Let us continue to ask our Holy Mother Mary, the Queen of Peace, and her beloved husband St. Joseph to pray for us to
be instruments of Christ’s peace on earth.

Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones. God’s blessing.



