
Christmas Day Mass Readings Year A. Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6 & John 1:1-18 

Theme: “Keep Christ in Christmas” 

Thanks again to my brother Knights of Columbus for reminding us yearly to “Keep Christ in Christmas.” It explains very 
well why we must all wish folks Merry Christmas, and not a happy holiday.  

Merry Christmas to you all! I am not saying “Happy Holidays” to you all, because, as we know for a fact, Jesus Christ is 
the main reason for the season of Christmas. If Holy Mother Mary has not said “Yes” to the annunciation by the 
Archangel Gabriel, we would not be celebrating Christmas. Some people say they prefer to wish folks “Happy Holidays” 
to “Merry Christmas” because they want to be more inclusive, meaning they want to recognize other holidays also. Lord, 
have mercy! You know, I have Muslim friends, and I have never heard them on the feast of Eid al-Fitr, a Muslim festival 
celebrated at the end of Ramadan, meaning the end of their fasting, wishing folks Merry Christmas or Happy Holidays. 
They will always say Happy Eid al Fitr, not Merry Christmas. It’s the same with my Jewish friends on the feast of Jewish 
New Year, Rosh Hashana. They wish you the feast they are celebrating. For instance, they wish you happy Rosh Hashana, 
not Merry Christmas or Happy Holidays.  

I wonder if these people championing inclusiveness would be offended if someone wished them happy holidays instead 
of happy birthday on their birthday?  

My dear people of God, Christmas is not just a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ but also a celebration of the great 
mystery namely, Emmanuel, God-with-us. The Preface 1 of the Nativity of the Lord puts it so beautifully: “ In the mystery 
of the Word made flesh a new light of your glory has shone upon the eyes of our mind, so that, as we recognize in him 
God made visible, we may be caught up through him in love of things invisible.” 

In the prologue of John’s Gospel, he tells us how God, the Son, became one of us except without sin. In this prologue, 
John gives us the main themes of his Gospel: Life, Light, Truth, the world, testimony, and the preexistence of Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate Logos who reveals God the Father. The Prologue is considered an early Christians hymn, the closest 
parallel to other Christological hymns (Col 1:15-20 and Phil 2:6-11). 

In the second reading, the letter to the Hebrews, the author confirms to us what John has said in his Gospel that God 
allowed his beloved Son to be incarnated/born among us, because of the unconditional love God has for us all. God’s 
revelation to human race in his son is the fullest revelation he has given us. Remember, God has revealed himself to us 
through prophets, creation, etc., but his fullest revelation is in his beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

The early Christians reflecting on the first reading, came to understand that Isaiah’s prophecy also found its fulfillment in 
the person of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Isaiah 52: 7-10 tells us the joy and happiness that the ancient Jews expressed 
when God brought them from exile back to Jerusalem. For the early Christians and for us today, we see the birth of Jesus 
Christ and his earthly ministry as the greatest joy, love, and happiness that God has blessed us with.  

As we celebrate Christmas, the first coming of Jesus, and as we await his Second Coming, let us continue to share 
Christ’s love, peace, and joy to the world. Christmas is day for us to rejoice and be happy because God the Son has been 
come one of us except without sin.  

I also know that for some of parishioners or friends, this may be their first Christmas without their loved one around. 
Please know that we share in your grief. May God grant your loved one eternal rest and consolation to you all. 

Again, remember to say Merry Christmas, NOT Happy Holidays, please. Wishing you a happy and a blessed Christmas to 
you and your loved ones. 


