
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C Readings: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23, Col 3:1-5,9-11 & Lk 12:13-21 

Theme: “…Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life doesn’t consist of 
possessions.” – Luke 12:15 

ne may be quick to conclude that the First reading sounds pessimistic: “Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, All 
things are vanity! …” But deeper reading and meditating on the text will help you to understand the optimistic 
view of the sacred author. In this passage, the sacred writer is writing about human life that is devoid/empty of 

God. He advises us that we can only find meaning and purpose in life if we place only God at the center of our daily life 
and not worldly possessions. Many of us, if not all, know that the many things that are supposed to satisfy human beings 
do not actually satisfy them.  

This explains why the Word of God tells us: “But seek first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well” (Mt 6:33). This reminds us that we must prioritize God’s kingdom and righteousness 
over and above all else in our life. In other words, making God’s will and purposes our primary goal in our life, rather 
than being consumed by worldly concerns and desires, gives us true happiness and will bring us to eternal life. Fanny 
Crosby, a nineteenth–century songwriter says it so well also: “Take the World but Give Me Jesus.” Once, you have Jesus 
in your life, you have all in all! 

The first reading helps us to understand and live the Gospel and the second reading in our daily life. St. Luke tells us in 
his Gospel that “Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.’” Jesus 
refused to settle an inheritance dispute between two brothers: “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and 
arbitrator?” 

Are you surprised that Jesus did not address his concern? Jesus is aware that the main cause of the dispute is not about 
justice/fairness, rather greed for possessions. Jesus addressed the root cause of greed by warning us: “TAKE CARE TO 
GUARD AGAINST ALL GREED, FOR THOUGH ONE MAY BE RICH, ONE’S LIFE DOES NOT CONSIST OF POSSESSIONS.” He 
then gives us the parable of the Rich Fool for us to understand his warning better.  

The rich man is a fool because he was searching for security and happiness in material things and in doing so, he forgets 
about God, his obligations to the poor and needy in his community. There is nothing wrong being rich, but when you 
forget the God who has blessed you with your wealth so that you share with the poor and needy, then you become a 
fool because you have store up treasure on earth, not in heaven. You will notice from the rich man’s comments that he 
did not make any references to God who blessed him with a bountiful harvest: “What shall I do, for I do not have space 
to store my harvest? …. This is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There, I shall store all my 
grains and other goods, and I shall say to myself, ‘Now as for you, you have too many good things stored up for many 
years, rest, eat and drink, be merry!’” 

Fellow parishioners, let us all remember that a true happiness is not found in possessions but rather in healthy 
relationships with one another and God.  

As St. Paul also reminds us in the second reading that since we are in Christ, we must “seek what is above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God.” He advised us to put to death earthly things: “immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and the greed that is idolatry…” 

As we all know very well, we came to this world with nothing, and we will not take anything with us when we leave this 
world except the love of God and his Son Jesus, and our brothers and sisters in our community.  
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Let us make the prayer of King Solomon our prayer also: “Two things I ask of you; do not deny them to me before I die: 
remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that I need, or I shall 
be poor, and steal, and profane the name of my God” (Proverb 30:7-9). 

Once again, I am very grateful to the parish staff, Sue Smith and her Yard Sale crew, and all our donors that made our 
Yard Sale a success. God’s blessings to you all and your loved ones. 

As always, may our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, pray to their beloved Son, Jesus Christ, that 
we will always find the meaning and purpose in life by acknowledging God and giving alms to the needy and poor.  

 

 


