215t Sunday In Ordinary Time. Readings Year C: Is 66:18-21, Heb 12:5-7,11-13 & Luke 13:22-30
Theme : “LORD, WILL ONLY A FEW PEOPLE BE SAVED?”

In Luke’s Gospel reading today, we're told as Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went, someone
asked him this question, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” This question reminds me of the old saying that
“Outside the Catholic Church, there is no salvation.” Thanks be to God, Vatican Il has corrected this ‘misconception.’
Salvation is bigger than the Catholic Church. You may not go to heaven because you’re Catholic. You may go to heaven
because you have loved as Jesus did. Salvation is a free gift from God; no one merits it! Actually, it is by the grace of God
that one day, we’ll enter into heaven.

Let us get back to the question the person posed to Jesus: “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” First, let me briefly
explain the background of his/her question. According to ancient Jews, only they will be saved, that is, the Kingdom of
God is only for Jews, not for Gentiles. Jesus corrected this misconception with the parables we have just heard from the
Gospel reading. For Jesus and also Isaiah, as we heard in the first reading, the Kingdom of God is offered not just to the
Jews, but to people from all the corners of the world. It is will of God and his beloved Son, Jesus Christ, that all his
children be saved for his Kingdom.

It is important for us to know that the message was originally intended for Jews, but Luke wants it to be a warning to all
disciples of Jesus. He stresses the importance of repentance and the great effort that is required for entrance into the
Kingdom of God. It is not enough to say that you know Jesus. One must share his life of love, peace, humility,
forgiveness, etc. to be admitted into the kingdom of heaven.

There is also an urgency to accept the present opportunity to enter because the narrow gate will not remain indefinitely
open. The letter to Hebrews says it so well, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion”
(Hebrews 3:15).

Following Jesus requires discipline if we want to be true disciples of him. This is what the second reading is reminding us:
“Whom the Lord loves, he disciplines.” The Hebrew sages tried to find the meaning and purpose into the mystery of
both mental and physical pains. For them, suffering and pain might be part of disciplines from God. Today, God has
blessed us with science and technology, and we are able to understand and prevent/heal some of our human sufferings
and pains. But we must also acknowledge, even with modern science and technology, we cannot solve all our human
sufferings and pains. Like those before us, we will continue to turn to God to help us understand the mystery of human
sufferings, especially those that are not part of his disciplines.

Let us always remember as this 21sth Sunday in Ordinary Time is reminding us, salvation is offered to all but also
requires discipline and perseverance on our part. Today, we pray for school children, faculty, and staff to have a
successful academic year. Wishing each and every one of them, the best of luck and God’s blessing.
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