20%"Sunday In Ordinary Time. Year C Readings: Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10, Hebrews 12:1-4 & Luke 12:49-53
Theme: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how | wish it were already blazing!”

n today’s Gospel reading according to St. Luke, Jesus said to his disciples and to all of us, “I have come to set the

earth on fire, and how | wish it were already blazing!” Many of us, if not all, may be surprised to hear this statement

from Jesus. We may be astonished because when we read the Bible, we like to hear comforting, consoling words, not
these words we are hearing today. It is true that we like to hear words of comfort from the Bible. We must also admit
there are times when we are faced with challenges that make our life ‘uncomfortable’ to follow Jesus. For instance, we
know from life experiences that letting go of bad habits for good ones is not always easy.

What does Jesus, the prince of Peace, who lived and died for peace and love for us, mean by saying “l have come to set
the earth on fire, and how | wish it were already blazing!”

We all know the importance of fire; it warms and comforts us, that is if it is used in the right way. Fire also burns up
what is useless and refines what is impure. Jesus used it as an image, a metaphor. It is a symbol of judgment and
purification. His message of the Kingdom is refining and purifying fire. Jesus’ message is met with acceptance or
rejection which is a source of conflict and dissension, even within families.

In the early history of the church, new converts were rejected by their friends, families, etc. for following Christ. Even
today, this rejection of Christians by their friends, families etc. may be happening in some parts of our world. In
accepting Jesus, we must make a radical decision to follow him or to follow the world, not both. If you decide to follow
him, then you may also face rejection and, at times, persecution from friends, families, etc.

These sufferings and endurance are part of our response to follow Jesus. This is what the author of the letter to the
Hebrews is encouraging us to look up to Jesus, our best model of endurance of hardship for our heavenly Father. He
uses sporting language to encourage us to faithfully follow Jesus, the greatest prophet, king, and priest, even when it
demands a painful decision that may cause our life to be disrupted/uncomfortable.

In the first reading, we heard of prophet Jeremiah who, like Jesus and other prophets of God, was also faithful to his
vocation as a messenger of God. The reading describes the suffering and persecution he went through for being a
faithful prophet of God. This explains why the early Christians saw Jeremiah as a figure of Christ. Jeremiah’s rescue from
the pit reminds them of Jesus’ resurrection from the tomb. The prophet Jeremiah was not afraid of King Zedekiah and
his elders. He told them not what they wanted to hear but what God wanted him to tell them. Jeremiah was then
wrongly accused by his own people and suffered a lot in their hands. Even though King Zedekiah failed to stand by
Jeremiah, God who is always faithful to his children, stood by him in the person of Ebed-melek, an Ethiopian court
official. He approached the king and announced that Jeremiah was innocent and must be free. The King honored his
request and Ebed-melek was able to save the life of Jeremiah.

Fellow parishioners, it is true that no one follows God and is disappointed. Human beings will let you down but not the
God who created you.

Once again, let us also remember that following Jesus requires a total commitment to him alone that is challenging but it
is worth doing for your salvation. The rejections, negative criticisms, and persecutions may come from friends, or even
family members. Remember what Jesus says in one of his Beatitudes: “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:10). There is no reward better than to be rewarded with the
Kingdom of Heaven. Let us continue to turn our Holy Mother Mary and her beloved husband, St. Joseph, to intercede for
us to their Son, Jesus Christ, that we will always follow Jesus even if we must die for him.



