
PRE-FUNERAL MASS PLANNING SESSION 

One of the basic truths in life is that once you’re born, you will surely die 
one day. The prophet Elijah is the only person we know who did not die. He 
was taken to heaven when his earthly life ended (2 Kings 2:1-12). Since we 
are not the prophet Elijah, pre-funeral Mass planning must be one of our 
priorities. Have you done it already? Would you be interested in attending 
a workshop I am planning to have in the spring? Or you will prefer one-on-
one planning to a group one?  

One of my primary reasons of having this pre-funeral Mass planning 
session is to help some parishioners who may not have children or family who are not familiar with 
our Catholic funeral Mass to prepare your funeral upon your death. Personally, I think it will be nice 
to plan your own funeral Mass according to the way you would like it to be celebrated for you upon 
your demise. 

Holy Mother Church reminds us that: “When one of its members dies, the Church encourages the 
celebration of the Mass” (Cf Order of Christian Funerals.p. 79). Even though the Church highly 
recommends a funeral Mass for you, you may choose not to have it. I want funeral Mass upon my 
death, please. 

Do you want Vigil Service, Funeral Mass or not? What types of funeral Mass readings, scriptures, 
hymns etc. do you want to be used at your funeral celebration? What about cremation, someone 
may ask? Yes, the Church allows cremation, but the Church has specific teachings that must be 
adhered to. 

After the pre-planning meeting, you will have copies that you will give to your next of kin and the 
funeral home of your choice. The Parish will also keep a copy at the parish office for you.  Dear 
parishioners, planning a funeral is never easy. Nevertheless, please, it would be nice if you would 
plan now when you have an opportunity to do so.  

A gentle reminder, also if you do not have Advanced Directives (Living Will, Durable Power of 
Attorney for Healthcare), please do so now; stop procrastinating please.  

If you or someone you know is interested in this pre funeral Mass planning session, you or that 
person kindly reach out to me.  

Let me conclude this article with this beautiful quotation from the Order of Christian Funerals 
(OCF#5): “Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offer worship, praise, and thanksgiving to God 
for the gift of a life that has now returned to God, the author of life and the hope of the just.”  

God is good, all the time, and all the time, God is good.  

God’s blessing, Fr. Edward Tetteh, SVD 


