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preparation.
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would like to receive this sacrament, please
call the parish office.
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Second Sunday of Advent
Matthew 3:1-12
his week we hear that John the Baptist is out in
the wilderness eating “locusts and wild honey”
(Mark 1:6). It’s not just a strange historical
detail. It’s a symbolic expression of a healthy
spiritual diet. The path to Christ includes both the hard
and the beautiful, the gritty and the sweet. We have to
learn to gulp the locusts and savor the honey.
| remember
working with a
young couple
preparing for
marriage. They
were sincere, but
raw — barely
beginning to
discover faith.
Part of me wanted
to rush them
ahead, to fill in all
the gaps, to bombard them with scripture and church
documents. | swallowed that instinct. It was like eating
locusts.

But | also recall them light up as they spoke about
each other, about their first child, then their second.
And they wanted to be close to God. Something
innocent and beautiful was unfolding. That was the
honey. | knew God was asking me to savor it.

This Advent, maybe we’re each being invited to
accept both locusts and honey. Maybe it’s time to stop
avoiding the difficult parts of faith — prayer that feels
dry, the call to repentance, the patience with the
troublesome. It’s time to eat some locusts.

But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives
us: a peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy of
serving someone else, new life, good intentions of our
friends. That’s the honey. Savor it!

John didn’t avoid either. He took it all in. And so can
we. What are your locusts? Your honey? If we let God
feed us with both, we’ll be ready — really ready — for
the coming of Christ.— Father John Muir ©LPi

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a Holy
Day of Obligation, will be celebrated on Monday,
December 8 this year. Holy Rosary masses will be at
12:05 pm and 7 pm. All are welcome!

Children’s Liturgy
Our 7 pm Christmas Eve Liturgy will be all about our
youth. We are planning a Children’s Liturgy where the
students can play important roles in the celebration of
our mass. If you child is participating in the Christmas
Eve song: THERE WILL BE A 5 MINUTE
PRACTICE IN THE CHURCH IMMEDIATELY
AFTER MASS (THERE WILL STILL BE DONUTS
LEFT!) on December 7 and Dec. 21. Please try to make
these practices!
December Second
Collection

A lifetime of service deserves
care in return. “Thanks to your
generosity, we can provide the
very best care to the sisters in
our community,” says Sister M.
Stephanie Belgeri, 73, a
member of the Sisters of St.
Francis of the Martyr St.
George in Alton, Illinois.
Donations to the Retirement
Fund for Religious provide
housing, medical assistance,
and essential support for
thousands of aging religious.
Please consider giving during
December.

Catholic Daughters Christmas Dinner
Holy Rosary Court 2803 invites all Catholic Daughters
and their spouses to our annual Christmas Dinner! On
Tuesday, December 9 at 6 pm we will gather at the new
Hampton which is only 5 miles from downtown
Buckhannon on the Hampton-Sago Rd off Rt. 20 South.
We can car-pool from the Church parking lot at 5:45 pm.
Please bring a small gift under $10.00 for our gift
exchange! Please RSVP with Sue Smith.

Salvation Army Angel Tree Project
Our Angel Tree project was a great success! The gifts
were delivered this week and we sincerely thank all of
our parishioners for their generous response to this
Advent project. Special thanks to those who organized
and delivered the gifts, too!
Advent Readings

Don’t forget to pick up your “Daily Reflection for Advent
and Christmas: Waiting in Joyful Hope 2025 -2026.” This
little book contains short readings and reflections for
the entire season of Advent. We also have a supply of
our “Little Books for Advent.” What a great way to
prepare for the birth of our Lord. Living Faith and the
Word Among Us booklets will be available by the doors
as well.



Advent Penance Service
Our Advent Penance Service is on Monday, December
15 at 7 pm at Holy Rosary Church. Fr. Jim, the pastor
of St. Brendan, Elkins and St. Patrick, Coalton will
have their Advent Penance Service on Tuesday, Dec. 16,
at 6:30 pm at St. Brendan Church. Feel free to attend any
of these special liturgies. As always, you may call Fr. Ed
to schedule a private confession at any time.

All Parish Retreat

Our Advent Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, December
13. Please see the insert in today’s bulletin for more

details.

December Birthdays and

Anniversaries

Charlie Malcolm December 7
Tracy Murphy December 9
Anthony Murphy December 13
Andrea Ellis December 27
Grant Murphy December 27
Mike Wilson December 28
Mike Ellis December 31

Happy Anniversary to Mariann and David Jack who celebrate

in December.

Prayers Please
Angela Endrizzi, Tony Derico, Bob Slaughter, Mark
Cerullo, Rhonda Cerullo, Josephine Baxa, Kay
Sienkiewicz, Bruce Maine, Jalen Welcome, Pat

Daigneault, Dennis & Cindy
Cortes, Louise
Hawkinberry, Felicia
Endrizzi, Jeanne Norlin,
Pam Wilson, Daniel Hyre,
Jr., Arlene & Len Fumerola,
Nicole Craig, Chris
Sienkiewicz, P. T. Garton,
Kaylee Hinkle.

Last Week’s Offerings
Envelopes: $1,394

Loose: $122

Building Fund: $162
Attendance: Saturday — 51
Sunday — 95

Please pray for our Homebound: Mary Stump, Ron
Frye, Rocenia Asbury, James McCartney, Shirley
Linger, Barbara Hillberry, Rose DeProspero, Linda
Coyner, Jean Lantz, Janine Robinson, Barbara Elmore,
Margaret Balli, William McLean, Elizabeth Griffith,

Patricia Long, and Tom Sears.

Please pray for men and women in the military and
please pray for those who have died. And don’t forget
to pray for our first responders.

St. Joseph’s Missals are Here
The 2026 St. Joseph’s Missals have arrived. You may
pick yours up today in Marist Hall. Please leave your
donation of $6 in the envelope by the missals.
Vocation View: A vocation grows in silence, as a

Psalm Response:

“Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace forever.”

shoot sprouts from the ground. Make sure to
keep the seed of faith alive in your heart and
soul. DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and
SISTER SERVANTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321
What’s Coming Up?
e Immaculate Conception Mass — December 8
12:05 and 7 pm
e Penance Service — December 15 — 7 pm
e December 13 - All-Parish Advent Retreat - The
Journey to Bethlehem
e January 17 — Holy Rosary Day at a Wesleyan
Basketball game...Mass at Holy Rosary at 7 pm
e Lenten Retreat with Deacon John — Feb. 28

Mass Intentions

Thank you for all of your mass intentions throughout the

year. As of today, the 2025 calendar is completely full!

We will be accepting mass intentions for 2026 beginning

on December 8. Mass intention donations are $5. Please

know that we will schedule masses on a first come, first

served basis, so you may not get the exact date that you
request. We will try our best to get your masses scheduled as
close to your preferred date as possible. Please let us know if
the masses are for the living or for the deceased.

Community Support

The Coalition for the Unhoused and Homeless continues
its important work providing resources, support, and a
place of welcome for those facing difficult circumstances.
During Advent, this community group is collecting items to
fill backpacks for the homeless such as warm clothing,
hygiene supplies, and practical household necessities.
(check out the up-dated list of items on the table in Marist
Hall. As of today, they do not need anymore toothbrushes
or chapstick.) This a meaningful way to extend our parish’s
reach beyond our walls into the wider community.

Liturgical | Sat. Sun. Sat. Sun.
Ministers Dec. 6 Dec. 7 Dec. 13 Dec. 14

Lectors Laurie Sandy K. | John W. | SueS.
A. Jalna J. Rachel Joe B.
Cheryl W.
M.

Greeters Nancy Mary K. John K. Tracy M.
& Tony

Musicians EdP. Elaine A. | EdP. Lena R

Diane P. | Diane P. Diane P. | Shirley L
Eucharistic | John W. | Brenda A. | John K. Doris S.
Ministers Rue T. Mike E. Rue T. Diane P.
Rue T. Rue T.

Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, Jr.
Rudolph is a children’s musical playing this week in
Buckhannon and there are still a few tickets left. Our own
Leah Long is acting in this production. Come on Sunday at
3 pm to see this delightful show at the Colonial Arts Center
in Buckhannon!




Quiet Meditation for Peace
Join us for a peaceful afternoon of quiet
meditation and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament as we prepare our hearts for the
coming of our Lord. Gentle music will play
as we lift our prayers to our loving Father —
asking for peace within ourselves, our
families, our community, our state, our
country and our world. The church doors will
be open for two hours; you are welcome to
come and go quietly at any time during this
sacred period of reflection and prayer. Come,
rest in His presence and prepare for the true
peace of Christ this Advent Season.

Date
Sat. Dec. 6
Sun. Dec. 7

Mon. Dec. 8
Tues. Dec. 9
Wed. Dec. 10
Holy Hour
Wed. Dec 10
mass

Thurs. Dec. 11
Fri., Dec. 12
Sat. Dec. 13

Sunday, Dec. 14

Intentions

Parishioners

Grace Lafferre+

Sacred Heart Parishioners
Robert Medvor
Parishioners

Nico Carmona Intentions
We pray for healthcare
workers and their families

Olive Karp+

Ronald & Katherine
Williams

For the unremembered dead

Parishioners

Mr. & Mrs. Bradford+

Place

Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary
Sacred Heart
Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary

Holy Rosary
Holy Rosary
Hospital

Holy Rosary

Holy Rosary

Time

7 pm

9 am
noon
12:05 pm
7 pm
7:30 am
6 pm

7 pm

7:30 am
7:30 am
8:30 am

9 am




