THE HOLY FAMILY
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
‘ x ’ hen I was ten, my dad gathered our
family around the table in small-town
Vermont and told us we were moving to
the big desert city of Phoenix, Arizona. We were
leaving behind family, friends, and everything
familiar. None of us knew what to expect.
But something ] | 1
beautiful happened. ~
As we made the ' :
move together, our
family g%ew closer. FLE E
In retrospect, I'm
amazed at my
parents’ courage to
go on that
adventure. Even as
a kid I realized our
family found, in that
challenge, a deeper unity and mutual love.
In today’s Gospel, Joseph is told: “Rise, take the
child and his mother, and flee...” (Matthew 2:13,
20). First to Egypt, then later to Israel. The Holy
Family is frequently challenged to move and
change, to adapt to God’s will for them, in order to
find safety in the midst of threat. It’s not just an
idiosyncratic story about survival. It’s a spiritual
pattern for all of us. Every Christian family is called
to be a kind of sanctuary, especially in a world full
of noise, busyness, and fear.
May I make a practical application for us? The
Lord’s Day, Sunday, is perhaps the most practical
way we imitate this dynamic we see in Joseph and
his family. Sunday is not meant to be just like every
other day, filled with errands and stress. It’s meant
to be a day set apart; a holy “escape” into rest,
worship, joy, and peace. A day to rise, take your
family, and flee, into God’s presence.
— Father John Muir ©LPi

GOD'S .
PRESENCE

Feast of Mary,
. Mother of God

| Please join us for our
Holy Day Liturgy on
Thursday, January 1
at 9 am.

Our Bell Choir Song
Our Bell Choir has been working hard on a song for
Christmas. Today’s song is: “Go Tell It on the
Mountain.”

Interested in the Works of Mercy?
If you are interested in carrying out the Works of Mercy,
as a group, with fellow parishioners, please sign up in
the church hall by December 31, 2025. You will be
contacted with further details.

Children’s Liturgy
Thanks to all of our very talented children who
participated in our Christmas Eve Children’s Liturgy.
What a glorious celebration it was! Many thanks to
Elaine Abel who planned the mass and trained the
children. Thanks also to our School of Religion teachers
and parents who assisted with this mass. Let’s do it
again soon!
Another Thank You
Our beautiful Christmas décor is the work of many
talented people who work tirelessly throughout the year
to make our church a worthy place to worship together.
We offer a sincere thank you to all who work to build up
the Body of Christ, which is Holy Rosary. So many good
people do so many things; please know that we are
sincerely grateful for everything you do!
What a Great Evening of Caroling!

Thank you to the Holy Rosary Youth Group for
sponsoring our recent evening of Christmas Carols,
pizza, cookies and hot chocolate. We had over 45
parishioners and friends attend this party and a good
time was had by all! Special thanks to the Knights
of Columbus for their kind donation for this event!

A Vocation View: God’s plan for the salvation of the
Israelites comes to fruition with the birth of Christ.
God continues to call men to the priesthood to bring
about the completion of this salvation.

DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and
SISTER SERVANTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321

A New Member
Congratulations to the newest member of our parish
community! Little Elowen Lisa Reed was baptized recently
at Holy Rosary Parish. She is the daughter of Justin and
Hayley Reed. Please pray for this sweet family.

First Friday

First Friday is January 2, 2026. Please sign up on the sheet
in the hall to reserve your hour of prayer. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament begins at 9 am and runs until 6:45 pm,
followed by mass at 7 pm. On First Saturday, January 3, we
begin with the rosary at 8:30 am followed by mass at 9 am.
All are welcome



This Week’s Psalm Response
«Blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways.”

2026 Calendars
Our 2026 calendars have arrived! Many thanks to Nick
and April Cutright of Heavener and Cutright Funeral
Home for donating our calendars to us.
December Birthdays and Anniversaries
Charlie Malcolm December 7
Tracy Murphy December 9
Anthony Murphy December 13

Andrea Ellis December 27
Grant Murphy December 27
Mike Wilson December 28
Mike Ellis December 31

Happy Anniversary to Mariann and David Jack who celebrate
in December.

Prayers Please

Angela Endrizzi, Tony Derico, Bob Slaughter, Mark
Cerullo, Rhonda Cerullo, Josephine Baxa, Kay
Sienkiewicz, Bruce Maine, Jalen Welcome, Pat
Daigneault, Dennis & Cindy Cortes, Louise
Hawkinberry, Felicia

Last Week’s Offerings Endlr,iZZi’ Jeann,el
Envelopes: $2,981 Nor 10, Pam Wilson,
. Daniel Hyre, Jr.,
Loose: $161 Arlene & Len
Building Fund: $625
Fumerola,

Attendance: Saturday — 37

Nicole Craig, Chris
Sunday — 134

Sienkiewicz, P. T.

Garton, Kaylee

Hinkle, Fr. Joe McLaughlin, Sal Carmona.

Please pray for our Homebound: Mary Stump, Ron
Frye, Rocenia Asbury, James McCartney, Shirley
Linger, Barbara Hillberry, Rose DeProspero, Linda
Coyner, Jean Lantz, Janine Robinson, Barbara Elmore,
Margaret Balli, William McLean, Elizabeth Griffith,
Patricia Long, and Tom Sears.

Please pray for men and women in the military and
please pray for those who have died. And don’t forget
to pray for our first responders.

What’s Coming Up?
e January 17 — Holy Rosary Day at a Wesleyan
Basketball game...Mass at Holy Rosary at 7 pm
e Lenten Retreat with Deacon John — Feb. 28

Mass Intentions
Thank you for all of your mass intentions throughout the year.
As of today, the 2025 calendar is completely full! We will be
accepting mass intentions for 2026 beginning on December 8.
Mass intention donations are $5. Please know that we will
schedule masses on a first come, first served basis, so you may

not get the exact date that you request. We will try our best to
get your masses scheduled as close to your preferred date as
possible. Please let us know if the masses are for the living or
for the deceased.

Liturgical | Sat. Sun. Sat. Sun.
Ministers | Dec. 27 Dec. 28 Jan. 3 Jan. 4
Lectors John W. LindaH. | ReneeL Joe B.
Rachel Sandy K. | Rosanne | Brenda
W. W A.
Greeters Marianne | Charlie John K. Donna &
G. M. Joe
Musicians EdP. Gini J.
Shirley L. Shirley L.
Eucharistic | Renee L. | Tracy M. | John K. Mike E.
Ministers Rue T. Sue S. Mike G. Amy W.
Rue T. Rue T.

Virtus Bulletins are Here
Your monthly Virtus Bulletin has now dropped. Please
go to your online Virtus account to keep up with your
bulletins.

Thank You from Lena Rose
| would like to thank everybody for supporting me going
on my trip to the Capitol in Charleston this April. Last
year | had debated my side of a case while studying the
Judicial Branch, and
won after answering
a series of
questions. | am
looking forward to
another great
experience this
spring. Thank you
for supporting me in
this opportunity! My
church family is
wonderful!
Lena Rose Walker

Liturgy Committee Meeting
The Liturgy Committee will meet on Tuesday, January 6
at 1 pm in the parish meeting room. All are welcome.

Y The practice of requesting a Mass to be offered
for loved ones, living or deceased, 1s a beautiful

and wonderful part of our Catholic
’ \ Tradition. Continuing in this long-standing
) ‘ practice, you can remember someone who has
- died recently or many years ago, But intentions
TTEe do not have to be just for the dead. They make
beautiful gifts for any special occasion: birthday,
anniversary, in thanksgiving for a prayer
answered, ete. You can also offer an intention
for someone who is struggling with a serious

illness or other life trauma,
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INTENTIONS

after the masses on now. The Diocese has changed our

Sat. Dec. 27 Parishioners Holy Rosary data base system and the envelope numbering system
7 pm may have changed your number. We are working to
Sun. Dec. 28 Dylan Elza Holy Rosary resolve the issues with this and to update our current
9 am , database. Please notify us if there are any changes with
Mon. Dec.29 Denna Bayless+ Hospital . .
7:30 am your envelopes or your current information. We also
Tues. Dec. 30 Frank Williams Holy Rosary have ordered envelopes this year for current parishioners
7:30 am who may not have had envelopes in the past. Blank
Wed. Dec. 31 We thank God for his | Holy Rosary envelopes are available if you cannot find your number,
6 pm Holy Hour | 2025 blessings and ask but please put your name and address on the envelopes

him for 2026 blessings : :

o when you drop them in the baskets. We realize and

7 pm Mass of the | Jane Williams+ . . )
day appremat'e the many ways that you give to our parish
Thurs. Jan. 1 Loraine McLean+ Holy Rosary community: envelopes, personal checks, bank checks,
9 am Holy Day Mass cash, etc. Thank you for supporting your parish family!
Fri. Jan. 2 Holy Hour — We pray Holy Rosary
Holy Hour — for peace, love and
9am-6:45pm justice in our world

Mass — Pauline
7 pm Marsheleck+
Sat. Jan. 3 We pray for families, Holy Rosary
8:30 am- rosary especially those going

through challenges
9 am — mass Frances Beljan+
Vigil-7 pm Parishioners
Sun. Jan. 4
9 am Dylan Elza Holy Rosary

Men’s Bible Study

The Holy Rosary Men's Group will begin a new
Bible study on the Gospel of Matthew at 6
pm on January 8. All are welcome.

Envelopes for Next Year
Our envelopes for 2026 will be available in Marist Hall
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