
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for Advent – New Growth 
Dear God,  
Bring new life! Your love creates and cultivates. Bring 
Your power into the places I think of as “deserts” and 
your grace to the prayers I fear may be “deserted.” You 
can redeem and restore, bring a new song to my heart. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome 
Our Mission Statement 

The Mission of Holy Rosary Catholic 
Community is Jesus Christ.  As members of his 
body in Upshur, Barbour, and Randolph 
Counties, we are called through Baptism to 
live as a communion of saints by praying, 
celebrating the sacraments, and building up 
one another. We are sent from the Eucharistic 
table to bring Jesus Christ to the world by 
generous witness of a holy life, and to bring 
the citizens of the world to Jesus Christ by 
words of testimony, invitation, and welcome. 
We strive to be a holy and spiritual people in 
living relationship with God, with each other, 
and with all our neighbors, under the 
patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our 
Lady of the Rosary, and the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 
34 Franklin St 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
304-472-3414 

www.holyrosarywv.org 
 

Father Edward Tetteh, SVD 
Pastor 

                                                                        
Reverend Mr. Rue Thompson, Deacon 

 
In case of emergency, please dial: 

609-510-1090 
Sacraments 

Baptism~ Please call the parish office to schedule 
an appointment for baptism preparation. 

 
Marriage~ Please call the parish office at least six 

months before you schedule a wedding. 

 
  Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Sacred Heart Chapel 
 

 

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025

This Week’s Psalm Response 
“Lord come and save us!” 

http://www.holyrosarywv.org/


 
 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Matthew 11:2-11 

When I was 11, I was riding my bike on a Friday night 
in Scottsdale, Arizona. I saw giant spotlights swirling in 
the sky. Something amazing had to be happening. I 
pedaled after them with excitement. Sweaty and tired, I 
arrived, only to find a used car lot. Bright lights, 

flapping banners, inflatable 
balloon men swaying wildly 
in the wind. I stood there, 
heart sinking. All that 
spectacle, and all my effort 
… for this? 
As life proceeds, we learn 
what it is like to pursue 
promising but fruitless 
searches. This week we hear 

Jesus ask the crowds regarding John the Baptist: “What 
did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the 
wind?” (Matthew 11:7). He’s not just describing the 
crowd’s mis-aimed pursuit. He’s naming our tendency to 
chase after what’s flashy but flimsy. 
What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is endless video 
reels on my phone, worldly pleasures, entertainment in 
sports, and the good opinion of others. Inflated 
distractions that bend whichever way the wind blows. 
But they can’t satisfy my soul. What are your flimsy 
reeds?  
John the Baptist wasn’t a swaying reed. He was rooted, 
grounded, unafraid to speak the solid truth. The people 
went to see him because, deep down, they were starving 
for something real. 
This Advent, the Church asks us to reassess: What are 
we really looking for? Are we chasing the dazzling but 
hollow? Or are we seeking what is solid and lasting — 
that which points to Christ? 
— Father John Muir.   ©LPi 

Our Choir Song 
In keeping with the Advent Season, listen carefully to the  
lyrics of today’s choir song: 
“My Lord, he is a-coming soon, prepare the way of the 
Lord.  Get everything ready for that day, prepare the 
way of the Lord. If you’re asleep, it’s time to wake up. 
If you’re in the dark, it’s time to be lit;  Awake O  
Sleeper Arise! My Lord, he is a coming soon, prepare 
the way of the Lord. Come, Lord Jesus, come into my 
heart. Prepare the way of the King. He is coming soon, 
prepare the way of the King!” 

Interested in the Works of Mercy? 
If you are interested in carrying out the Works of Mercy, 
as a group, with fellow parishioners, please sign up in 
the church hall by December 31, 2025. You will be 
contacted with further details. 

Youth News:  A Change of 
Date 

The date of our caroling party 
has changed!! 
Now, please mark your 
calendar for December 21st! 
The Youth Group invites 
everyone to join them for 
caroling to bring joy and the 

Good News to our neighbors.  
We will begin at 5 pm and carol around the 
neighborhood surrounding the church. We will end the 
night with pizza, cookies, and hot drinks in the Hall! 
Come for the caroling or simply join us for the party 
afterwards. 
Also:  Thank you for donating your plastic bags to our 
youth group.  They have all they need, so there is no 
need to donate any more bags. 

Children’s Liturgy 
Our 7 pm Christmas Eve Liturgy will be all about our 
youth.  We are planning a Children’s Liturgy where the 
students can play important roles in the celebration of 
our mass.  If you child is participating in the Christmas 
Eve song:  THERE WILL BE A 5 MINUTE 
PRACTICE IN THE CHURCH IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER MASS (THERE WILL STILL BE DONUTS 
LEFT!) on Dec. 21.  Please try to make this final 
practice! 

December Second 
Collection 

They gave their lives in 
service—now they need 
your help.  For decades, 
women and men religious 
have cared for others, 
teaching, praying, and 
serving those in need.  
Many now face 
retirement without 
sufficient savings.  Your 
support ensures they 
receive the care they 
deserve.  Let us now offer 
them the dignity they have so selflessly granted to 
others. Your generosity today is not just a donation—it’s 
a way of thanking them for their lifelong service.  Please 
give to the Retirement Fund for Religious. 

 
Advent Penance Service 

Our Advent Penance Service is on Monday, 
December 15 at 7 pm at Holy Rosary Church.  
As always, you may call Fr. Ed to schedule a 
private confession at any time. 



 
 

 

A New Member 
Congratulations to the newest member of our parish 
community!  Little Elowen Lisa Reed will be baptized on 
December 14, at noon at Holy Rosary Parish.  She is the 
daughter of Justin and Haley Reed. Please pray for this 
sweet family. 
December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Charlie Malcolm December 7 
Tracy Murphy  December 9  
Anthony Murphy December 13 
Andrea Ellis  December 27 
Grant Murphy  December 27 
Mike Wilson  December 28 
Mike Ellis  December 31 
Happy Anniversary to Mariann and David 
Jack who celebrate in December. 

Prayers	Please 
Angela Endrizzi, Tony Derico, Bob Slaughter, Mark  
Cerullo, Rhonda Cerullo, Josephine Baxa, Kay 
Sienkiewicz, Bruce Maine, Jalen Welcome, Pat 
Daigneault, Dennis & 
Cindy Cortes, Louise  
Hawkinberry, Felicia 
Endrizzi, Jeanne Norlin, 
Pam Wilson, Daniel 
Hyre, Jr., Arlene & Len 
Fumerola,  
Nicole Craig, Chris 
Sienkiewicz, P. T. Garton, Kaylee Hinkle, Fr. Joe 
McLaughlin 
Please pray for our Homebound: Mary Stump, Ron 
Frye, Rocenia Asbury, James McCartney, Shirley 
Linger, Barbara Hillberry, Rose DeProspero, Linda 
Coyner, Jean Lantz, Janine Robinson, Barbara Elmore, 
Margaret Balli, William McLean, Elizabeth Griffith, 
Patricia Long, and Tom Sears.  
Please pray for men and women in the military and 
please pray for those who have died. And don’t forget 
to pray for our first responders.  

St. Joseph’s Missals are Here 
The 2026 St. Joseph’s Missals have arrived.  You may 
pick yours up today in Marist Hall.  Please leave your 
donation of $6 in the envelope by the missals. 
What’s Coming Up?  

• Penance Service – December 15 – 7 pm 
• January 17 – Holy Rosary Day at a Wesleyan 

Basketball game…Mass at Holy Rosary at 7 pm 
• Lenten Retreat with Deacon John – Feb. 28  

Mass Intentions 
Thank you for all of your mass intentions throughout the year.  
As of today, the 2025 calendar is completely full!  We will be 
accepting mass intentions for 2026 beginning on December 8.  
Mass intention donations are $5.  Please know that we will 
schedule masses on a first come, first served basis, so you may 
not get the exact date that you request.  We will try our best to 

get your masses scheduled as close to your preferred date as 
possible. Please let us know if the masses are for the living or 

for the deceased. 
The Catholic Daughters celebrated a Christmas 
Dinner together at the new Hampton Venue! 
 

Liturgical 
Ministers 

Sat. 
Dec. 13 

Sun. 
Dec. 14 

Sat. 
Dec. 20 

Sun. 
Dec. 21 

Lectors John W. 
Rachel W. 

Sue S. 
Joe B. 

Rosanne 
W. 
Renee L. 

Brenda 
A. 
Andrea E. 

Greeters John K. Tracy M. Diana T. Mary H. 
Musicians Ed P. 

Diane P. 
Lena R 
Shirley L 

Gini J. 
Jalna J. 

Sarah Z. 
Diane P. 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

John K. 
Rue T. 

Doris S. 
Diane P. 
Rue T. 

Mike G. 
John K. 

Brenda 
Mary S. 
Rue T. 

Last Week’s Offerings 
Envelopes:  $3,857 
Loose:  $221 
Building Fund: $602 
Attendance:  Saturday – 40 
Sunday – 104 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Intentions Place Time 
Sat.  Dec. 13 Parishioners Holy Rosary 7 pm 
Sun. Dec. 14 Mr. & Mrs. Bradford+ Holy Rosary  9 am 
Mon. Dec. 15 Diane Whiteman Hospital 7:30 am 
Tues. Dec. 16 Charles Sandreth+ Holy Rosary 7:30 am 
Wed. Dec. 17 
Holy Hour 

We pray for our youth all 
over the world. 

Holy Rosary 6 pm 

Wed. Dec 17 
mass 

Merle Corley+ Holy Rosary 7 pm 

Thurs. Dec. 18 Willard Mace+ Holy Rosary 7:30 am 
Fri., Dec. 19 
 

Catherine Mace+ Hospital 7:30 am 

Sat. Dec. 20 
 

Edward Lafferre+ Holy Rosary 
 

7 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec. 21 H.R.Parishioners 
Sacred Heart Parishioners 
 

Holy Rosary 
Sacred Heart 
 

9 am 
noon 
 

 

December 14 – Third Sunday of 
Advent 

A Vocation View: ‘Make your 
hearts firm, because the coming 

of the Lord is at hand.” Be resoute 
in following the Lord, whether 

convenient or difficult. 
DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and 
SISTER SERVANTS OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 
800-553-3321 

Meditation for Peace 
 

Sunday, December  21 
3-5 pm in the church 

 
Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament and 
quiet prayer 

 

Children’s Christmas 
play 

Join our School of 
Religion students on 
Sunday, Dec. 21 at  
10:15 am in Marist 

Hall. 
Christmas movie! 

Christmas Liturgies 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 24 
Carols at 6:45 and 

mass at 7 pm 
 

Thursday, Dec. 25 
Mass at 9 am 

New Year’s Day 
Feast of Mary, 
Mother of God 

 
Mass at 9 am in the 

church 
January 1, 2026 

Penance Service 
 

Monday, December 
15 

Holy Rosary Church 
 

Private Confessions 
by appointment 

 

Christmas Caroling 
Party 

 
Sunday, December 21 

 
Meet in Marist Hall 

Neighborhood caroling 
Goodies after caroling 

 


