The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Readings Year A: Is 42:1-4,6-7, Acts 10:34-38 & Mt 3:13-17
Theme: The Baptism of Jesus Christ is his identification with us sinners

last weekend, the commemoration of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ closes the Christmas season. By the grace of God,
we will begin Ordinary Time next week in the Church’s liturgical year.
The baptism of our Lord Jesus can be found in all four Gospels which underscores the theological importance of it: Mark 1:9-11, Luke
3:21-22, Matthew 3:13-17, and John 3: 29-34. They all considered the baptism of Jesus as another epiphany; Jesus is revealed as the
Son of God during his baptism and also to the world.

Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of Jesus Christ by his cousin, John the Baptist, at the Jordan River. As | announced

St. Matthew tells us Jesus was baptized at the Jordan by John the Baptist after John initially tried to prevent Jesus from baptizing
him, saying: “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me.” This explains John’s awareness of Jesus’ superiority to
him, as a mightier one who is coming and who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. Yes, John’s baptism is for repentance of sin which
Jesus, God the Son who is sinless, does not need. Therefore, Jesus’ baptism is to identify himself with us sinners and to be an
example for us all.

Jesus’ baptism is also his acceptance and the beginning of his public mission as God'’s true suffering servant as the first reading tells
us (Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7). Jesus Christ is the perfect suffering servant prophet Isaiah foretold in the first reading we have just heard.
Isaiah described the true servant of God that is perfectly found in Christ. Jesus is the best model for us to follow if we also want to be
true servants of God, just like him.

In the second reading, St Luke gives us Peter’s sermon as he addressed to the household of Cornelius. Remember Peter, a Jew, is
preaching to Cornelius, a non-Jew, and his family. When you read his entire sermon/homily, then you will understand why he
admitted that God shows no partiality, hence we must not either. Just a brief account of the sermon: during Peter’s sermon, the
Holy Spirit descended upon Cornelius and his family just as the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles on the day of Pentecost. This
work of God through the Holy Spirit made Peter accept and admit that God is not only for the people of Israel but for all nations: “In
truth, | see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.”

Fellow parishioners, let us take Peter’s advice seriously. What is acceptable to God is to fear (revere) God and act uprightly. That is
what will lead us to heaven.

Through the Sacrament of Baptism Jesus gave us, we become God’s children. As the Order of Baptism of Children put it so
beautifully: “The sacrament of baptism opens the door to life and to the Kingdom, is the first sacrament of the New Law, which
Christ offered to all that they might have eternal life, and which, together with the Gospel, he later entrusted to his Church, when he
commanded his Apostles: ‘Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.””
Fellow parishioners, every year we celebrate the feast of baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ that reminds us of our own baptism. It also
provides us with the opportunity to renew our public commitment to Christ and his mission. Instead of reciting the Creed, we shall
all renew our baptismal promises during this Mass. This reminds me of the great advice of Pope Francis in reference to our baptism:
“We are called to live our baptism every day as new creatures, clothed in Christ.” By renewing our baptismal promises, we are saying
Yes to our vocations as God’s children who will faithfully follow him and his Son’s mission.

Jesus made a personal commitment to his heavenly Father to save humanity from sin and to reconcile us with him. Through our
baptism into Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, Jesus invites us to make an individual personal commitment to him to continue the
mission he has called to into. Yes, we renounce Satan and all his empty promises so that we can faithfully follow Jesus and his
mission.

As Jesus was coming from the Jordan river, heaven opened and he saw the Spirit of God that descended upon him like a dove. Then,
he heard the voice of his Father: “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.” Again, this affirmation made Jesus aware
that he is doing precisely what his father has sent him to do on earth. Jesus will hear this voice of his heavenly Father affirming him
last time in his agony in the Garden of Gethsemane prior to his passion and death on the Cross.

We do know by psychologists and other helping professionals that affirmation is very important for our general wellbeing. It is not
only for children. It is helpful for adults also. If God affirmed his beloved Son, Jesus Christ, we must also affirm one another when
he/she does positive/good things. Please remember the last time you affirmed your wife/husband, son/daughter, co-worker, etc.
Let us continue to turn to our Holy Mother Mary and her husband, St. Joseph, to pray to their beloved Son Jesus so that we will be
faithful to the baptismal promises we made to Jesus and his Church.



