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THE PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIS
Theme: Jesus Christ Has Given A Salvific Meaning To Our Suffering

T

oday we also join the entire Christian community all over the world to commemorate Palm Sunday of
the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. We recall Christ’s triumphal entry into his own city of Jerusalem to
accomplish his Paschal Mystery. That is to suffer, to die, and be raised on the third day. The celebration
of the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ commences our Holy Week.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we could not have our usual solemn procession with the palms announcing
Christ’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem to complete his Paschal Mystery. We hope and pray by God’s grace, next
year, we will have our traditional solemn procession, waving our palms.
The first reading is taken from what is referred to as the Third Song of the Servant of Yahweh. Prophet
Isaiah describes an ideal Servant of God. Is Prophet Isaiah referring to a collective person, namely, Israel, God’s
people? Or is he referring to a king of the past or the Messiah, the anointed king who is to come?
The early Christian community, reflecting on this Third Song of the Servant of Yahweh, saw it in reference to
Jesus Christ. For them, they found the fulfillment of this prophecy in Jesus Christ. He was the one the prophet
Isaiah was talking about in the first reading.
Reflecting and meditating on the second reading and the accounts of the Passion of our Lord Jesus as
narrated by all the four evangelists, one would agree with the early Christian community that the Third Song of
the Servant of Yahweh is describing what awaited our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the second reading, taken from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians, St. Paul describes the humiliation
Jesus Christ must go through which would lead to his exaltation. In other words, Jesus must first experience
Good Friday before he can celebrate his glorious Easter Sunday. As his followers, we also must go through
humiliation and suffering in order for him to reward us with the crown of salvation promised to those who are
faithful to him and his mission here on earth.
Listening to the account of the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ that was just proclaimed to us, we hear the
humiliation and suffering Jesus had to go through to accomplish his mission of saving us to his heavenly Father.
I well remember vividly when I watched Mel Gibson’s film entitled “The Passion of the Christ” in 2004. As we
were coming from the movie theatre, I overheard some people saying, “This is just a film! No human being
would go through what Mel Gibson tried to capture in his film.” Personally, I was taken by surprise that some
folks would doubt the agony and humiliation that Jesus, the Son of God, went through for his love for us. Since
we are blessed in the United States with freedom of religion/worship, some people might not know or accept
that many people in the world do not have the freedom to worship God. For instance, many Catholics in
Nigeria, on the west coast of Africa, are persecuted and even murdered almost every day because of their faith
in Jesus Christ. We are truly blessed here that we go to Mass without any persecution or humiliation from
anyone based on our Catholic faith.
Reflecting and meditating on Christ’s suffering, death, and his resurrection, we must be very grateful for
what he did for us. As Jesus reminds us in John 15: 13 “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends.” Through Jesus’ ministry, passion, and death, Jesus has given us his unconditional love.
Through his passion and death, Jesus has given salvific meaning to our own suffering. Through suffering
with/for him and one another, we also find meaning and purpose in our world in him and our heavenly Father.
Jesus did not die to save us from suffering but to teach us how to suffer for the kingdom of God.
As followers of Christ, do we also find Christ in our suffering? Do we carry our Cross with love for our Lord
Jesus Christ and his mission? Or we do not want to experience Good Friday but only want to celebrate Jesus’
glorious Easter Sunday? Remember: “No cross, no crown!”
As we walk with our Lord Jesus Christ during this Holy Week, let us meditate on how faithful each of us is
carrying his/her Cross to follow Jesus.
Let us remember that through Jesus’ passion and death on the Cross, he has given a salvific meaning to our
suffering with him.
May our Holy Mother Mary and her loving husband St. Joseph continue to intercede for us that we would
find Christ in our suffering as we continue his mission here on earth.

Palm Sunday Protocols
This is the last regular Sunday of Lent and next
weekend we celebrate Palm Sunday and the
Passion of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. Our bishop has given
us directives for celebrating
with crowds, and our Liturgy
Committee has approved the
following:
• We will not meet in Marist
Hall for a procession. Please
go directly to your seat and we
will begin mass with the Gospel reading
from the back of the church. Father Ed will
bless the palms and Deacon Rue will read
the opening Gospel.
• The palms will be carried to the front of the
church. They will be distributed by the
greeters (wearing gloves) after mass at the
front door. If you would like to take the
palms home, please exit through this door.
• We will read the Passion at each mass.
We have a limited number of missalettes
and St. Joseph’s missals available for you
to take, and we ask that if you are reading
along, please respond to the “crowd” part
aloud. We limited the number of missals
ordered this year, and we cannot leave
them in the pews. If you pick one up,
please take it home with you. You may
bring it back during Holy Week and the
Easter Season, but please
do not leave it in the
church.

one mass on Saturday evening as well, and there is
always extra space at this celebration.
Holy Water
During the Easter Vigil and at the Easter Sunday
liturgy, Father Ed will bless our holy water. We
are not permitted to share the water at this time.
If you would like to bring a container of water to
be blessed for your home, please bring your
filled containers up to the front and place them by
the baptismal font before mass. They will be
blessed during mass and you may take then
home after mass.
Collection for Good Friday
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps
Christians in the Holy Land. Your support helps the
church minister in parishes, provide Catholic schools
and offer religious education. The Pontifical Good
Friday Collection also helps to preserve the sacred
shrines. The wars, unrest and instability have been
especially hard on Christians. In these times of crisis, the
Pontifical Good Friday Collection provides humanitarian
aid to refugees. When you contribute to the Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, you become an instrument of
peace and join with Catholics around the world in
solidarity with the Church in the Holy Land.
PLEASE BE GENEROUS!
For more information about Christians in the Holy Land,
visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday.

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross will also be
prayed on Good Friday at noon. (no
mass that day) The church will
remain open from noon until three for
private prayer.

Holy Thursday – Mass of the Last
Supper: (7 p.m.) Holy Rosary
Good Friday – Stations of the
Cross (noon)
Adoration of the Cross (7 p.m.)
Holy Rosary
Easter Vigil - (8 p.m.) in the
church
Easter Sunday - (9 a.m.) at Holy
Rosary and (Noon) at Sacred Heart

Easter Attendance
Realizing that the pandemic still
exists coupled with the potential
for larger crowds during our
Easter Masses, we are diligent
about ensuring that our safety
protocols are understood and
followed by all. We are still required to skip every
other pew, which limits the number of people
allowed at each mass. On Easter Sunday, we can
seat the overflow crowd in Marist Hall, but the
visibility is limited. Please remember that we have

Lenten Almsgiving
Thank you so very much for
assisting us with our Lenten
Almsgiving project. Through your
charity we have collected laundry
detergent and money for utilities to
help our neighbors at Crosslines.
The Christian Concerns
Committee has asked us to help
Catholic Charities’ many causes
on the weekend of March 28.
Please use this final week to
discern how we can help those
most in need.

Reconciliation
Since we will not have a
communal penance service,
please know that Father Ed is available for
private confessions at any time. He is present
before each liturgy and by appointment. Please
call the rectory for an appointment.

Last Week’s Collection
Envelopes: $1,655.00
Loose: $227.00
Attendance: Sat.: 33 Sun: 68

Homebound and Nursing Home Visits
Father Ed has had both of his Covid vaccines and is
available to visit the sick and those in the hospital.
Please, call him to schedule an appointment, as he will
limit his visits to one per day and follow all safety
precautions and hospital regulations. We know that
many of you are private about your health concerns.
Please, you must let Father Ed know if your loved one is
in need of a visit, is in the hospital, or if you would like to
put their name in the bulletin.

Our Sympathies
Sharon Ayers, oldest sister of Rodger Lundell, died this
past week in Elkins. May God grant Sharon eternal rest.
Please keep her family in your prayers.

Holy Rosary is Open!
In compliance with Diocesan and local regulations, Holy
Rosary Church is open for weekend Masses. The church
and Marist Hall are professionally cleaned and disinfected.
Masks are required for all Mass participants, as well as
names and phone numbers for contact tracing. Please make
sure to wear your masks properly, covering both your
mouth and your nose to prevent the spread of harmful
bacteria. We appreciate the cooperation of all of our
parishioners and guests!

New Parishioners
We warmly welcome Josh Beck and Kayli Gallen to our
Holy Rosary parish family. We will officially
welcome them once the Covid restriction is lifted.
Please, if you are new at the parish and have not
registered, kindly call the Parish Center for the
registration form.

Prayers Please
Please pray for William (Bill) Stalnaker of our parish.
He is currently in United Hospital in Clarksburg. Bless
him, O Lord!

Please remember in your prayers
Bertha Small, Kate Deasy, Rosemary Austin, Phil Halligan,
Randy Trent, Macyah Riley, Karen Trent, Jack Call, Matthew
Linger, Seth Poling,
Cathy Lipscomb, Hugh
Hensil, Freddy Caimotto,
James Barton, Mike
Cerullo, Darell Hyre,
Diane Hyre, Vicki
Dibble, Eric Harkness,
Pat Daigneault, Duane Lohr, Jeff Ball, Jane Baxter, Shaelyn
Posey, P.T. Garton, Jalen Welcome, Ron Byrd, Helena
Bessinger, Dennis Cortes, Kay Sienkiewicz, Danny Morgan,
Gene Zara, Paula Ball, Janine Robinson, Elaine Katai, Terry
McKisic and Tori Odom, Mary McCoy, Andrew Schmidt,
Gay Little, Denise Karlen
Please pray for men and women in the military.
Our Homebound: Mary Stump, Denna Bayless, Anna
Stalnaker, Ron Frye, Rocena Asbury, John Sneberger, Lorraine
McLean, James McCartney, Nancy Beverlin, Shirley

Linger, Shirley Helmick, William McLean, Anna Powell,
Barbara Elmore, Gerry Stankus, Helena Bessinger, Virginia
Cerullo, Alan and Jimmie Jo Simmons.

MARCH RIGHT UP WITH YOUR CELEBRATIONS!
Rachel Renee Westfall – Mar. 4
Rue Thompson – Mar. 6
Sr. Francesca Lowis – Mar. 7
Rick Manspeaker – Mar. 8
Diane Poach – Mar. 9
Janine Robinson – Mar. 9
Jalna Jones – Mar. 11
Happy Birthday
Dustin Reed – Mar. 18
to Jalen
Cheryl Moore – Mar. 20
Aliyah Albright – Mar. 21
Welcome who
Jason Albright - Mar. 21
turns 16 this
Krista Lewellyn - Mar. 24
month!
Richard Reed – Mar. 25
Mark Cerullo – Mar. 28
Mike Derico – Mar. 28
Jerry Jones - Mar. 28

Hey College Students!
Father Ed would like to get to know all the college
students from our parish! Could you please call him
(472-3414) or shoot him an email (tettehed@yahoo.com)
and let him know how you are doing and where you are
studying? Thanks!

Discerning a Vocation?
Join in a discussion for one hour each month with
men, like you, who are discerning a religious
vocation. Facilitated by the Divine Word
Missionaries Vocation Team, each gathering will
allow you to reflect and discuss how God may be
calling you to a life of missionary service. Please
check the flyer on the bulletin board in Marist Hall
for more information and the dates of these online
discussions.
Lector’s Schedule
Greeter’s Schedule
Sat. 3/27 – John Kriner
Sun. 3/28 – Frank & Charlie
Holy Thursday – Mary Blake
Good Friday – Nancy & Tony
Sat. 4/3 – Jerry & Cheryl
Sun. 4/4 – Frank & Charlie

Knights of Columbus
Scholarship

3/27:Skip Gjolberg & Sr.
Francesca
3/28: Shanna Ericsson &
Andrea Ellis
Holy Thursday – Rachael
Good Friday – John &
Jalna
4/3: Lori, Virginia, Joe,
Mary
4/4: Linda Hicks

What: A $2,000 scholarship
awarded by the
Knights of Columbus, Council 603.
Who: Open to all active members of Holy
Rosary, St. Patrick’s of Coalton, and St. Brendans
who are currently seniors in high school and will
be enrolled full-time in an accredited four year, two year, or
technical program in the U.S
Purpose: The Father Mark T. Gallipeau Memorial Scholarship
is intended to recognize a catholic student High School senior

who has demonstrated commitment to their school, church,
community and exhibited academic achievement.

How: Download applications at:

http://stbrendanwv.weebly.com/
GIFTS FROM THE HOLY LAND
Coming to Holy Rosary on the weekend of April 17-19 are
beautiful handmade olivewood carvings from the Holy Land.
The Christians of the Holy Land have suffered and continue to
live in difficult economic situations. Olivewood carvings are
part of a tradition handed down from one generation to
another. Christian families have worked over 2000 years to
protect the holy sites in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Nazareth, and
to spread the word of Jesus. For the past 1000 years they used
carvings to keep the Bible alive. Our mission is to support
them by selling their olivewood carvings, one of the major
sources of income. Proceeds from the sale will benefit
Christian families in Bethlehem/Holy Land. Your support will
help 200 families to remain in the Holy Land. Stop by our
tables on April 17-18 in Marist Hall to see gifts directly from
the little town of Bethlehem.

Rosaries and Religious Articles
The Sisters of the Infant Jesus at Immaculate Conception
Parish in Clarksburg are in need of religious articles to
send to the people of Zimbabwe. This country, which is
on the verge of starvation and genocide, is one of the
poorest lands in Africa. Do you have extra rosaries
(broken or intact) or religious medals that you could
contribute? We will have a basket at the entrance to the

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday, March 27 –7 p.m. – Parishioners (Holy Rosary)
Sunday, March 28 – 9 a.m. – Joe Morton ( Holy Rosary)
Noon – Frances Beljan (Sacred Heart)
Monday, March 29 –+ Rebecca Hernandez
Tuesday, March 30 – +Charity Manspeaker
Wednesday, March 31 - 6 p.m. Holy Hour (We pray for
peace, justice and love in our world.) - 7 p.m. – Pauline
Marshaleck (Holy Rosary)
Thursday, April 1– Norma Vacca
Friday, April 2 – Adoration of the Cross and Holy
Communion (7 p.m. – Holy Rosary)
Saturday, April 3– Easter Vigil - 8 p.m. –Parishioners (Holy
Rosary)
Sunday, April 4 - 9 a.m. – Parishioners (Holy Rosary)
Noon – Parishioners at Sacred Heart (Sacred
Heart)

church for your donations. Thank you for helping the
Zimbabwe Catholics!

Catholic Sharing Appeal Begins Soon
As you prayerfully discern how to glorify God this
week, consider making a donation to the Catholic
Sharing Appeal. Like the single grain of wheat, your
generous gift can bear an immense amount of fruit
in our parish community, helping us to invite
others more deeply into the life of
God.

