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REFLECTION FOR PALM SUNDAY
Please read Psalm 22 and the passion of our Lord from Matthew:
“My God my God, why have you forsaken me?” It is the cry of Jesus as he dies on the cross. The
people want to see if God comes to rescue him. A Jewish person listening to Matthew tell his account
of Jesus’ death will immediately remember Psalm 22. The person crying out experiences a total loss of
God’s presence and protection. The lost and abandoned one cries out but God doesn’t answer. The
jeering crowd shouts “He put his trust in the Lord. Let the Lord rescue him! If the Lord is his friend, let
him help him!”
Have we not at times cried out as Jesus did? Have we not said to God: “Be not far from me for
trouble is near and there is no one to help me.” I have any number of times. I imagine the people in
New York and New Orleans and other very hot spots around the world are digging deeply into their
reserve of faith and trust. It certainly could happen to us here in Buckhannon. In the back of our
minds there is a natural fear that our family and friends will be touched. There is a natural worry about
food and money and paying bills. Tensions can arise in the home when we are confined for a long
period. If alone, who will take care of me?
But now the Good News!!! Psalm 22 is not a despairing psalm but ultimately a prayer or song of
hope and trust in God. Jesus did feel abandoned as we sometimes do. But the psalm strikes a
powerful chord of trust in God’s saving presence. Jesus went through his terrible passion and death
but in the end was able to say: “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” (lk 23:46) He gave
himself over to his father in trust. Psalm 22 shouts: “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and
praise you in the assembly.” “You who fear the Lord, praise him.” “God has not scorned or loathed
the afflicted one in his misery. He has not hidden his face from the afflicted one but has listened when
he cried to the Lord.”
God has not abandoned us. He hears the cries of the poor and is reaching out to us with his
love. Yes, there is suffering and possibly many crosses to bear. We might be tried in ways we have not
yet experienced up to this time. “But no trial greater than human endurance has overcome you. God
is faithful and will not let you be tempted beyond your strength.” We may be tempted to give up but
“God will give you the means to resist.” (1 Cor: 10-13)
You are God’s beloved, his holy ones. Stay close to him in prayer. Jesus went through the passion
and death to rise in victory. This week walk with him as he enters Jerusalem to shouts of adulation. Sit
with him in the upper room as he gives us his body and blood in the Eucharist. Pray with him for the
father to take this away from us but not my will buy yours be done. Bear with him as the shouts turn to
“crucify him.” Stumble and fall with him on the road to Calvary. Be silent and look upon him who died
for love of you. Then rejoice that fear and death are defeated as Jesus rises from the grave.
This is Holy Week. It is holy to us and to the Lord. Take the time to just be with Jesus.
My dear parishioners, Brother Roy and I pray at mass each day for you and regularly pray the divine
office. We are in this together and your loving support of each other and your caring prayers will be
our strength. Know that you can call any time. We are here for you.
Father Joe
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