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Father Ed’s Homily
Second Sunday In Ordinary Time: 1 Sm3:3b10,19; 1Cor 6:13c-15a,17-20, John 1:35-42
Theme: “WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?”

A

lthough we are in Year B with the Gospel
Reading from St. Mark, this Second
Sunday‘s Gospel reading is taken from St.
John’s Gospel. In today’s Gospel reading, St. John
gives us an account of Jesus’ call of his first
disciples. St. John tells us that John the Baptist
was standing with his disciples when he saw Jesus
passing by. John the Baptist then pointed out Jesus
Christ to his disciples saying: “Behold, the Lamb
of God.” We are told these two disciples heard
their master and followed Jesus. When Jesus saw
them following him, he then asked them: “What
are you looking for?’ They responded to Jesus,
“Teacher, where are you staying?” Jesus then
invited them: “Come and you will see.”
Reflecting on this personal encounter between
Jesus and John the Baptist and his two disciples,
we can learn a lot of lessons from them.
Here’s the first lesson: John the Baptist
recognized his cousin Jesus as the Lamb of God
and pointed him out to his two disciples. John the
Baptist’s testimony helped his disciples to
recognize Jesus as the Lamb of God, the Messiah.
The two became disciples of Jesus Christ and were
no longer disciples of John the Baptist. John the
Baptist was aware of his identity as the forerunner
of Jesus and his mission to point out Jesus Christ
to the world. He exactly did that for Jesus Christ.
Do you know your identity and the mission God
has created you for and are you following it?
The Second lesson is the question Jesus posed
to the two disciples: “What are you looking for?”
Jesus knew their intentions, but he still asked them
to make it public. The two disciples said to Jesus,
“Teacher where are you staying?” It is very
interesting for us to know that they knew exactly
what they are looking for from Jesus.
What if Jesus asked you the same question he
posed to these two disciples of John the Baptist:
“What are you looking for?” Do you know what
you are looking for in life that you would present
to Jesus to help you accomplish it? Personally, I
find it very sad that one may go through life
without knowing what one is looking for. We do
know that psychological tools alone do not help

one to find out what one is looking for in life. That
explains why we must turn to the Lord Jesus and
the Holy Spirit for an assistance to discover what
we want in life.
Thirdly, when these two disciples honored
Jesus’ invitation, they also introduced him to their
families and their communities. Since you became
a Catholic, a disciple of Jesus, how many people
have you brought to Jesus and his church? When
these disciples of John the Baptist encountered
Jesus, their lives were not the same. They became
true disciples and then great apostles of Jesus
Christ. Since you met Jesus through his
Sacraments he gave to his Church, has your life
been transformed? Do people see Christ in you?
We heard how Eli, the high priest, helped the
young Samuel in the First Reading to respond to
God’s call. Through the assistance of Eli, Samuel
responded to his call to be a prophet of God in
Israel. He became one of the great prophets in
Israel. He anointed David to become the King of
Israel. As parents, teachers, priest, religious, or
those who are at the helm of affairs, does our life
point out Christ to those under us?
Our world today needs more people like Eli or
John the Baptist who will point out Jesus Christ to
them.
St. Paul in the Second Reading reminds us that
our bodies are members of Christ and the temples
of the Holy Spirit, hence we must avoid
immorality. As our Catholic faith teaches us
through the Sacraments of Baptism and
Confirmation, the Holy Spirit dwells in us. If we
truly believe that our bodies are the dwelling
places for the Holy Spirit, we will give reverence
to our bodies.
I well remember during a Pro-life talk, a lady
telling me she had a right to use her body any way
she wanted. For me, it’s very sad and unfortunate
to think you own your body. We don’t own our
bodies; we are simply custodians. Our bodies
belong to the Maker, God. That is why the Word
of God tells us that God will hold us accountable
we destroy our bodies.
It is interesting that many of us are so careful
with our bodies. We follow diet plans, do annual
medical physical checks, etc. Great job! But we
tend to forget that we are made of body and soul;
we neglect taking care of the soul. We take care of
the soul by attending Mass, retreats, meditating on
the Word of God, fasting and prayer, and avoiding

immorality that St. Paul talks in the Second
Reading. We can’t function well without either.
Personally, a well-balanced person is the one who
finds meaning and purpose in life because he/she
takes good care of his/her body and soul.
We pray through the intercession of the Blessed
Mother Mary that we will know what we are
looking for and present it to her Son Jesus Christ.
Also, we pray that we will be able to help those
who are looking for Christ to find him.
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Mariann and David Jack as they
welcome their newest grandchild, Fulton John Jack,
son of Justin and Ana Jack. Little Fulton was born in
December and joins three little sisters at home! God
bless you, Fulton!

Holy Rosary is Open!
In compliance with Diocesan and local regulations,
Holy Rosary Church is open for weekend Masses. The
church and Marist Hall are professionally cleaned and
disinfected. Masks are required for all Mass
participants, as well as names and phone numbers for
contact tracing.
PLEASE NOTE: We are taking all precautions to
keep our parishioners safe. Please watch for
Flocknote emails/texts for any updates, should the
situation change.

Appreciation
I am very grateful to Diane & Ed Poach, Linda Hicks, Amy
& Dusty Williams, Mary & Mike Derico and all those
who helped to take down our Christmas decorations. I also
thank Dusty Williams for repairing the broken chair in the
confessional.
God bless,
Fr.Ed

Envelopes for Next Year
Your envelopes for next year have arrived and are
ready for pick up in Marist Hall. If you did not
get a set, you may use the envelope boxes without
numbers that are provided. If you would like a set
for next year, please sign your name on the paper
provided and we will make sure you get them for
2022.
Young Adult Group Is Forming at HRC!
Holy Rosary Church is looking for men and women
between the ages of 18 to 30 who are interested in
learning more about God! This Young Adult Group will
meet on Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. in Marist Hall for
learning and social activities. Samuel Walker and Kaitlyn
Luterek are organizing the group, hoping to build a strong
youth community that is passionate about growing in
their faith. Interested? Contact Kaitlyn at 304-516-1968 or
Samuel at 304-519-4017.

Our Sympathies
Our thoughts and prayers are extended to Mary
Stump and her family on the death of her husband,
Gene, who died peacefully last week. The family will
have a private mass this week. We also send our
sympathies to the family of Jeanette Willett, who
passed away last weekend in South Carolina. The
family will have a memorial mass for Jeanette in the
spring. May the souls of Gene and Jeanette, and all
the souls of the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Last Week’s Collection:
Envelopes: $1,926.00
Loose: $126.00
Attendance: Saturday 1/9: 23
Sunday 1/10: 38

Greeter’s Schedule
Sat. 1/16– Mary Blake
Sun. 1/17 – Frank Girard
Sat. 1/23 – Jerry & Cheryl
Sun. 1/24 – Charlie Malcolm

Lector’s Schedule

1/16: John Weber
1/17: Joe Broslawsky
1/23: Rachel Weber
1/24: Virginia Carmona

Please pray for our homebound
Mary Stump, Denna Bayless, Anna Stalnaker, Ron Frye,
Rocena Asbury, John Sneberger, Lorraine McLean, James
McCartney, Nancy Beverlin, Shirley Linger, Shirley Helmick,
William McLean, Anna Powell, Barbara Elmore, Gerry
Stankus, Helena Bessinger, Virginia Cerullo, Alan and
Jimmie Jo Simmons.

Please Pray
Many of our friends and family have contracted the Covid
virus. Although we cannot print their names here, please
continue to pray for them and their rapid recovery.

Mass Scheduling for 2021
Would you like to schedule a mass for a loved one?
We continue to accept donations for masses for your
intentions. Please drop your donation into an envelope
with the dates you would prefer. We will try to
schedule the mass as close to the date as possible. We
are currently scheduled into February!

Calendars
We are out of our catholic calendars for the year, but
we were able to secure additional calendars from
Heavener and Cutright Funeral Home. These Saturday
Evening Post calendars will be available this weekend.
Thanks to Nick and April Cutright for provided these
calendars for us.
Celebrate With your Parish Family!

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Now accepting January Celebrations!
Kathy Angus
January 6
Mary Kathleen Blake
January 7
Mallory Willett
January 14
Virginia Cerullo
January 22

Colleen Hoover
Joe Broslawsky
Virginia Carmona

January 22
January 29
January 31

Congratulations to Bill and Jerry Stankus who celebrate
their wedding anniversary this month! Best wishes!
Long-time parishioner Virginia Cerullo celebrates her
birthday this month. Virginia has moved to Clarksburg and
would appreciate any cards and best wishes. You may send
a card to:
Virginia Cerullo
Apartment 3118, 1000 Maplewood Dr.
Bridgeport, WV 26330

Please remember in your prayers
Bertha Small, Kate Deasy, Rosemary Austin, Phil Halligan,
Randy Trent, Macyah Riley, Karen Trent, Jack Call,
Matthew Linger, Seth Poling, Cathy Lipscomb, Hugh
Hensil, Barbara Elmore, Freddy Caimotto, James Barton,
Mike Cerullo, Darell Hyre, Diane Hyre, Vicki Dibble, Eric
Harkness, Pat Daigneault, Duane Lohr, Jeff Ball, Jane
Baxter, Shaelyn Posey, P.T. Garton, Jalen Welcome, Ron
Byrd, Helena Bessinger, Dennis Cortes, Kay Sienkiewicz,
Danny Morgan, Gene Zara, Paula Ball, Christopher Jones,
Janine Robinson, Elaine Katai, Terry McKisic and Tori
Odom.
Please pray for men and women in the military.

Camp Carlo
Dear parishioners in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston,
As director of the Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis, I am pleased to announce the reopening and
renewal of summer youth camping ministry in our
diocese. Under the new name of Blessed Carlo Acutis
Youth Camp, or “Camp Carlo” for short, Catholic youth
will have a tremendous opportunity to deepen their faith,
experience His creation, and build lasting relationships
with Catholic peers from across the state.
I am also pleased to introduce the new Camping Director
for the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Riley Keaton is
a native of Spencer, West Virginia where he attends Holy
Redeemer Catholic Church. He has led values-based
leadership camps for the last four years – _including
through the summer of coronavirus – _and represents his
hometown in the West Virginia House of Delegates. I
urge faithful families to get in touch with him, learn more
about what we’re planning in Huttonsville this summer
and ultimately give your children an experience that will
make their summer at Camp Carlo.
Daniel Maul, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis

Priestly Discernment Retreat
WHEN: Saturday March 20
WHERE: St. John XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston,
WV
WHO: College age young men and older
This retreat is focused on a day of reflection for those
who are seriously considering the possible call to
Priestly Discernment. Please pray for an increase of
Vocations in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

Knights of Columbus Scholarship
The Elkins Council 603 of the Knights of
Columbus is pleased to announce the
2021 Father Mark T. Gallipeau High
School scholarship. The scholarship was
established through the vision of the
Elkins Council of the Knights of
Columbus. The Elkins Council 603 is
offering one (1) scholarship to an active catholic High
School senior. Applications are open to all active
members of the Holy Rosary, Saint Patrick’s of Coalton,
or Saint Brendan’s parish. One (1) $2000.00 scholarship
will be awarded (divided into 4 $500.00 payments over
four years as long as the student is enrolled). The Father
Mark T. Gallipeau Memorial Scholarship is intended to
recognize a catholic student High School senior who has
demonstrated commitment to their school, church,
community and exhibited academic achievement. The
available scholarship is as follows:
•$2000.00 for the Father Mark T. Gallipeau Memorial
Scholarship is open to all active members of the Holy
Rosary, Saint Patrick’s of Coalton, or Saint Brendan’s
parish that are seniors in High School, with preference
given to the children and grandchildren of members of
Council 603 Exclusively for incoming freshmen who will
be enrolled full-time in an accredited four year, two
year, or technical program in the United States.
Applications can be downloaded at:
http://stbrendanwv.weebly.com/
DEADLINE: April 26, 2021

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday, Jan. 16 – Parishioners - 7 p.m. – (Holy Rosary)
Sunday, Jan. 17 – Tori Odom- 9 a.m.(Holy Rosary)
Louise Helmick– noon (Sacred Heart)
Monday, Jan. 18 – +Charles Sandreth
Tuesday, Jan. 19 – +Norma Vacca
Wednesday, Jan. 20 - 6 p.m. Holy Hour (God's blessing on
students, teachers and faculty)
7 p.m. – Howard & Mary Cusick Family (Holy Rosary)
Thursday, Jan. 21 – +Freda Cawthon
Friday, Jan. 22 – +Barbara Collins
Saturday, Jan. 23 - 7 p.m. – Parishioners (Holy Rosary)
Sunday, Jan. 24 - 9 a.m. – +Mary A. Maloney Wilson (Holy
Rosary)

Second Collection Next Week
On January 31, we collect money for the Church in Latin
America. This collection supports pastoral programs as
awarded by the Subcommittee on the Church in Latin
America throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.
Projects include the work of evangelization, formation of
laity, religious and seminarians, as well as youth ministry
and catechesis. Funding is limited to programmatic
expenses and excludes building construction except in
cases of emergency. Please be generous.

Ash Wednesday is
February 17. Are you
ready for the season
of Lent?

